1 ARI 
GEORGINA NEVILLE; 


ok, THE F 
DISINTERESTED ORPHAN. 


A HOVEL 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 


The firſt Literary Attempt of a YOUNG LADY, 


DEDICATED, WITH PERMISSION, 
| 5. To THE 
Hon. LADY WARREN. 


VOL. I. 


LONDON: 
| PRINTED FOR THE AUTHORESS : 


Sold by T. Hooxnam, No. 147, New, and No. 15, 
Old Bond Street; and J. CaxreNTER, No. 1, Charles 
Street, Groſvenor Square. 
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To THE 


Fon. LADY WARREN. 
a bau, 


I Think myſelf highly honoured © 
by a permiſſion to addreſs my 
firſt attempt in - authorſhip to 
you. Not to acknowledge it, 
would be ingratitude, and a con- 
tradiQion to the feelings of my 
oy Ag Hopes 
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Hopes and. fears are the. inſe- 


parable attendants on young au- 
thors. The latter with reſpect 
to me are leſſened, and the for- 
mer retained, by the approbation 
which was given to the few pages 
of the following work you oblig- 
ingly peruſed. This was a2 
gratification earneſtly delired, 
and encouraged to proceed 1 in an 
undertaking which, to me, was 
new and arduous. But convin- 
ced, that in an enlightened age, 
every production ought to be as 
perſect as the abilities of the wri- 
ter will permit, I cannot avoid 
anxiety; and ſuſpenſe is a pain- 
H OW 
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ful ſenſation. The friendly par- 
tialities ſhewn by your ladyſhip 
are not to be expected from the 
generality of readers: yet, diſ- 

cernment, and liberal ſentiments 
are frequently united. Where 
timidity, deference, and a deſire 
to pleaſe are apprehended, a ge- 
nerous public will not with hold 
n e 1 
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It muſt indeed be admitted 
that to induſtrious inveſtigations, 
and even the ſeverities of eriti. 
ciſm, knowledge and literary im- 
provements ſtand eminently in- 
2 At the fame time, per- 
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haps, thoſe, whoſe productions 
are diſtinguiſhed: by energy and 
elegance, by flowing periods and 
a ſplendid diction ;, who have 
been profule in ſublime and beau- 
- tiful metaphors, in ſtriking ſimilies 
and ſuitable alluſions, have been 
ſooner thrown on the. wings of 
fame, and received greater emo- 
luments from their labours, than 
v riters of the deepeſt penetration, 5 
| © Whoſe diſcoveries have proved 
| uſeful t0 arts, ſciences, and the 
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move in an humble ſphere, may 
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amuſe a large claſs of readers, in 
repreſentations of human life, of 
prevailing manners and taſte, can- 
not but tend to pleaſure and im- 
provement ; exhibiting domeſ- 
tic. ſcenes, in which perſons of 
very different tempers, opinions, 
and deſigns, act principal parts; 
theſe by being ſkilfully contraſt- 
ed, may highly intereſt readers. 
An indignation againſt vice, folly 
and arrogance in the great, may 
be raiſed; or rudeneſs and vub 
garity in the paſſeſſors of opu- 
lence, be ſet in ſo ſtrikin g alight, 
as to render them hateful, - 
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May it not likewiſe be ſaid, 
that in ſcenes of this fort, virtue 
may appear to ſuch advantage, 
as to captivate the heart—to call 
forth the finer feelings of huma- 
nity ; or ſet moral beauty in ſo 
fair a point of view, as to fix and 
charm the mind? Private miſ- 
fortunes may be borne with fo 
dignified a deportment, as to d- 
cite admiration, and the tendereſt 
f-mpathy : proſperity, alſo, how- 
ever dangerous its ſnares, may 


be employed to the noble pur- 


poſes of diffuſing happineſs and 


leſſening miſery—of protecting 


innocence, and puniſhing op- 
preſſion 
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preſſion—or, of encouraging ge- 
nius and merit—uſeful inſtruc- 
tions and improvements. 


How far, Madam, the cha- 
raters which are introduced 
into the work that has now re- 
ceived the honour. of your pa- 
tronage, may conduce to any of 
the purpoſes above-named, you 
will freely judge. 1 am a peti- 
tioner,. not only for indulgence, 
but for the public favour. I 
expect. not that readers will be 
blind to ſuch imperfections as 
may appear; yet hope they will 
throw a veil over pardonable 

| defects, 
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defects, eſpecially if Nature be 
adhered to, and probability pre- 
8 1 i 


I have the honour to be, 


3 


MaDam, c 
With the greateſt reſpe&, 
-:62Your: Lapysme's £ 


_ Moſt ae and obedient 


Ng; humble: Servant, 
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Grorcin A wag the daughter of 
a gentleman of an ancient and good 
family ; who was nephew to the Earl 
of 
_ nefted; but from ſome diſappoint- 


, and otherwiſe highly con- 


ments in his expectations, he deter- 

mined to go into the army, Not 

ſatisfied with his ſituation there, he 
— 

changed for the navy. This fickle- 

neſs in his temper ruined his ſucceſs 

in whatever he undertook, He was 


Vane I. hand- 


( 14 ) 
handſome, high-ſpirited, and had a 
nice ſenſe of honour; added to which, 
he was generous to profuſeneſs—a 
diſpoſition very unſuitable to either 
of the ſituations he had fixed upon. 
He was a man of learning; but the 
world derived no advantage from 
that part of his character, as he never 
wrote any thing for the public eye. 
After ſome years ſpent in the above 
mentioned ſituations, he had a place 
given to him, which detained him 
abroad for three years—it was of 
great emolument; but his exceſſive. 
extravagance led him into fo very 
expenſive a manner of living, that it 
rendered his preferment rather a miſ- 
fortune than otherwiſe; as it pre- 


vented 


l 
vented his living according to his 
income; conſequently muſt again fall 


into his former limited ſituation. 


Thus we behold the father of our 
heroine returned to England, diſap- 
7 pointed in his views of ſucceſs, and 
his family highly offended on account 
of his extravagance. —Thus circum- 
ſtanced, he paid his addreſſes to the 
mother of Georgina, who was of a 
reputable family, but not the leaſt 
adapted to be the wife of a man in 
his line of life ; as her fortune was 
extremely ſmall. In theſe circum- 
ſtances, had he been aCtuated by pru- 
dence, his intention to marry muſt 
have been laid aſide: But he pro- 

3 ceeded; 


. 
ceeded; and they were married. This 
event intirely excluded him from any 
future acceſs to his family, which he 
indeed never repined at, as both his 
ſpirit and pride were too great for a 
ſubmiſſion. He continued for many 
years after his marriage encreaſing 
his miſeries by encreaſing his debts; 
his income not being ſufficient for 
preſent ſupport. At the birth of 
Georgina, he had a place given him, 
the emoluments of which were near 
two thouſand pounds annually ; but 
he was fo. much in debt, that he was 
ſome years before it could be ſaid he 
had any real enjoyment of it. Not- 
withſtanding all his gaieties, he never 
loſt Goht of bis honour, and paid 

| every 


E 

every body with the utmoſt exaQ- 
neſs.. He continued quietly in this 
fituation, to the age of forty-five, at 
which period he died, leaving his 
unfortunate daughter to regret his 
loſs, as a kind father, with the addi- 
tional miſery of being entirely de- 
prived of his income. 


4 Conflift between Situation and Pride. 
Oux -heroine had juſt arrived at 


berſelf a real orphan, having loſt her 


herſelf what was moſt eligible. Her 
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CHAP. II. 


the age of fifteen, when ſhe found: 


mother two years before. Georgina's 
animated diſpoſition could ill brook 
the idea of any occupation, nor 
could her lively imagination admit a 
thought of confinement. 


- . In: theſe embarraſſed circumſtan- 
ces, we leave her conſulting with 


innocent mind was a ſtranger to mean 
thoughts and deſigns ; with no pro- 
bable 


8 
bable means of future ſubſiſtance, 
how could ſhe form an adequate plan 
for herſelf ? Struck with the melan- 
choly idea, ſhe burſt into tears of 
real anguiſh, exclaiming, Ah moſt 
miſerable, mot unfortunate of beings! 
why was I barn, or why did my 
wretched parents give birth to a 
creature they never thought more of, 
than as an amuſement- for their idle 
hours? Why did my father in his. 
laſt moments of reflection, ſay he 
quitted the world with leſs miſery 
than he otherwiſe ſhould do, as in me 
he could trace ſufficient judgment 
and underſtanding, to form ſome 


plan for the future! Alas!” con- 
tinued the afflicted Georgina, © I feel 
| myſelf 


9 
myſelf quite unequal to the opinion 
he had of me.“ 


In this dreadful ſituation of mind, 
did the embarraſſed Georgina con- 
tinue, till nature overpowered with 
exceſs of grief, gave way to a ſtupor, 
which though in fact was no real 
relief, yet when compared with the 
paſt violent emotions of her breaſt, 
was little ſhort of happineſs. She 
remained in this ſtate near an hour, 
when the quiet ſhe enjoyed occa- 
ſioned ſuch a change in her ſpirits, 
that ſhe got up, and in the moment 
of riſing was humming an Italian air, 
when ſomething within ſeemed to 
check her youthful vivacity, and ſhe 
_ exclaimed 


1 7 

exclaimed again aloud, © Ah me! 
what am I doing ? am I not the help. 
leſs orphan of a poor man? What 
right have I to amule thoſe hours in 
gaiety, which ought to be ſpent in 
preparing me for ſome humble ſitua- 
tion? Such thoughts ought I to em- 
ploy my preſent moments in, and 
not idly laviſh my time away in 
_ nonſenſe,” 


In this humble humour was the 
perplexed Georgina, when ſhe caſt 
her eyes upon her guitar ; ſhe looked 
at it with ſome emotion—and then, 
in a manner almoſt wild with a ſeem- 
ing joy, ſhe kiſs'd the little inftru- 
ment, Nothing could excuſe ſuch 

a galety 
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a gaiety of behaviour at ſuch a junc- 
ture, but the thought that then ſug- 
geſted itſelf to Georgina—* Alas!“ 
thinks ſhe, “ in this little inſtrument 
may I not ſee the redeemer of the 
unfortunate Georgina, from the con- 
tempt of the world which ſhe ſo 
much fears—from diſgrace—pover- 
ty, and the train of woes that attend 
her!” Animated with this joy-in- 
ſpiring thought, ſhe reſumed in ſome 
degree, her uſual eaſe and tran- 
quillity. 1 


Georgina had great reaſon to 
hope for every ſucceſs in this her 
new undertaking, as in her hands 
that trifling inſtrument became de- 

Ol light- 


E 


3 lightfully harmonious. Full of the 


ſofteſt expreſſion, added to a wonder- 
ful and powerful execution, ſhe 
had alſo a ſmall ſweet voice, which 
when joined to her knowledge of 
muſic and taſte, muſt pleaſe, though 
it was too trifling to ſtrike. De- 
lighted to a degree, the youthful. 
Georgina could ſcarcely ſuppoſe her- 
ſelf the ſame unhappy being ſhe had 
felt herſelf a few days paſt ; ſo eaſily 
is the young imagination elated or 
depreſſed. Her ſpirits revived, and 
her countenance began to reſume, in 
ſome degree, its natural animation 
and expreſſion : charmed to think 


ſhe was not totally undeſerving the 


great opinion her __ father had 
ſo 
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ſo fully conceived of her, the next 
thought was, what method ſhe ſhould 
adopt to make known her intention : 
This indeed required ſome conſider- 
ation. Acquaintance ſhe had but 
few, as her father's. pride would not 
let him mix but with thoſe he thought 
worthy from ſuperior talents, or an 


exalted ſituation, 


we now leave her fully employed 
in conſidering to whom ſhe ſhould 
firſt communicate her new projett ; 
this the artleſs Georgina concluded 
would occaſion her no trouble; 
being perſuaded, that for her pur- 
poſe one perſon is equal to another ; 
imagining every acquaintance ſhe 
bad to be a friend, 


CHAP. 
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CHARF:. 3 
A Viſit which ended in Mortiſicalior. 


GkORCOIN A ſeized the firſt op- 
portunity that preſented, to make 


her viſit to ſome of thoſe. imaginary 
friends who ſhe had ſuppoſed would 
meet her with regret for her loſs; 
and be particularly happy in uſing 


their utmoſt intereſt for the future 
benefit of their young and unfortu- 


nate friend. 


Animated, and anxious to a de- 
gree, ſhe ſet out to pay this impor- 
tant viſit to a family ſhe had been 
moſt intimate with, and of courſe 
Var. I. S con- 
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concluded, would be as much de— 
lighted at her future proſpedts as ſhe 


was herſelf:— Thus flattered by her- 
ſelf, ſhe ſat out. 


The innocent and half-happy 
. Georgina prepared; and expected 
to meet nothing but kind attentions 
and offers of future ſervices in her 
new- adopted plan of life. The fa- 
mily ſhe called on, conſiſted of a 
mother and two daughters: — neither 
of the young ladies having the leaſt 
pretentions to beauty, they could 
not but ſee with envy, the improv- 
ing charms of their young friend: 
Added to manners the moſt gentle 
that can be imagined, ſhe was ele- 


gantly 


ET WY 
gantly formed, tall, and graceful in | 
her manner and addreſs; ſhe was 
fair—her countenance is not ſo ea- 
fily deſcribed as imagined ; it being 
the elegant expreſſion in her face 
that rivetted your eyes in ſearch 
of the perfections, that when aſſem- 
bled in her, were ſo charming ; and 
again ſurprized, that in naming her 


WD” + 
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features ſeparately, you could ſcarce 


allow her to be a pretty woman; it was 


grace—it was dignity—it was, in 
ſhort, that her amiable ſoul ſhone in 
ſo ſuperiors a light, in her eyes, 
that few could behold her without 
becoming her captive, and none 
without admiration. —Thus, the all- 
charming Georgina, unconſcious of 

0 2 4 
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any perſections, arrived at the houſe 
of her friends, and was admitted, 


She was ſhewn into a drawing- 
room, adjoining a breakfaſt-room, 
from which the ladies bad not yet 
retired. They did not underſtand 
Georgina was ſo near them, but ſup- 
poled her to be in the parlour; they 
accordingly were very openly giving 
their ſeparate opinions of the preſent. 
ſituation of their young friend. — 
The eldeſt began—* Lord! mama, 
I'm ſure I defire not their acquain- 
tance at preſent ;—what good can 
ever happen from a poor ruined fa- 
mily like them ?—they cannot now 
afford to have parties, and that is all 


I ſhould 


1 
I ſhould ever think of viſiting 
them for—for as to Georgina her- 
ſelf, for all the fuſs that people make 
about her, I ſee no ſuch perfections 
in her.” © Nor I either,” anſwered 
the younger ſiſter, © as you ſay, 
there is a great fuſs made about no- 
thing ; for J am ſure ſhe has not a 
good feature in her face, except her 
eyes, and an affeded innocent ſim- 
per that is reckoned ſo irreſiſtibly 
charming.“ The mother now began 
to think it was time for her daugh- 
ters to attend their viſitor; and 
beg'd they would go down to her 
adding, there was no occaſion to re- 
ceive her with 'their uſual warmth ; 
and that by the coldneſs of their be- 
C3 haviour, 
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haviour, and by never returning her 
viſit, they ſhould certainly drop any 
farther intimacy, as they concluded 
by ſaying, they were ſure Georgina 


had ſenſe and pride enough to ſee 


through their change of behaviour. 


Thus ended this kind harangue; 
but the feelings of che all- aſtoniſned 
Georgina, during theſe heart-rending 
ſpeeches, cannot eafily be deſcribed: 
ſhe ſtood motionleſs, not knowing 
whether it would be better to quit 
the houſe of ſuch inhuman creatures, 
or ſtay and receive their promiſed 
coldneſs: the firſt in her paſſion ſhe 
would moſt certainly have taken, but 
that ſhe was ſenſible by that, they 

muſt 


= 
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muſt know the had overheard their 


_eonverſation. By the time ſhe had 


in ſome degree recovered from her 
aſtoniſhment, and determined to ſtay 
and ſee what more brutality they 
would uſe towards her; they en- 


Z tered the room, not being at a cer- 


tainty that Georgina had overheard 
their pleaſing converſation, and con- 
cluding that it was of no importance 


whether ſhe did or not; as all the 


conſequence ſhe had ever had in 
their eyes was now gone in the loſs 
of her father's income; their delicate 
feelings therefore did not ſuffer on 
this occaſion, and they entered as if 
nothing had happened. The mother 
addreſſing Georgina, „OI how does 
Miſs 
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Miſs Georgina? Lord! how well you 
look, g's after ſo melancholy an 
n I expected to ſee you with 

r eyes ſwelled out of your head; 

44 to be ſure people are not all alike, I 
ſome have too much feeling and 
others have none.” © True, Madam,” 


returned the now-provoked Geor- 


gina, “ happy had it been for me 
could I have been totally diveſted of 
feeling before I entered your door.“ 
And not leaving time for further 
impertinence, ſhe curtſeyed, and 
flounced out of the houſe. 


Georgina hurried home, and hap- 
pily burſt in a flood of tears, which 
gave great relief to the conflict in 

> hey 
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her breaſt, occaſioned by the very 
cruel reception. ſhe had met from a 
family ſhe had lived in ſuch intimacy 
with: it had ſuch an effect upon her 
ſpirits, that ſhe remained a week be- 
fore ſhe could prevail upon herſelf 
to make a ſecond trial ; but at laſt, 
concluded ſhe could not poſhbly 
ſuffer more than ſhe had from the 
above-mentioned family ; for Geor- 
gina was poſſeſſed of a very good 
underſtanding, and judged it was 
ſcarce probable ſhe ſhould be ſo un- 
fortunate in a ſecond attempt. Ree 
vived by theſe pleaſing reflections, 
the determined on paying a viſit to a 
widow lady ſhe had ſeen but twice, 
which lady Georgina flattered her- 


ſelf had appeared rather partial to her. 
: C H A P. 
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CHAPE.-1v, 


Georgina makes a Second Viſit, which 
Fully anſwers her Eæpectations. 


Grorciy A ſet out to make her 
ſecond viſit, and tho' not animated 
with the ſucceſs ſhe had promiſed 
herſelf in the firſt, there was a com- 
poſure in her features that was more 
adapted to her recent loſs, and gave 
a delicacy of expreſſion which, added 
to her mourning, became her ex- 
tremely ; Georgina, notwithſtanding 
her good opinion of Mrs. Haines, 
could not help trembling as ſhe en- 
tered the houſe. Doubts and fears 
alternately poſſeſſing her till ſhe was 

ren» 
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rendered wholly unfit to receive 


pity, or to bearthe more ſhocking 
ſenſations ſhe had before ſuffered 
from unfeeling infolence. Mrs. 


Haines did not leave her young 


friend in ſuſpenſe, but with a ſweet- 


_ neſs that was natural to her, addreſſed 


Georgina with ſo much warmth of 
friendſhip thatit overcame her, andſhe 
burſt into tears of gratitude, which 
ſhe found difficult to be reſtrained. 
Mrs. Haines ſoothed her grief by 
the kindeſt proffers of friendſhip. 


Georgina flattered by ſuch enchant- 


ing kindneſs thought this a favoura- 
ble opportunity to mention her in- 
tended plan: ſhe bluſhed and began, 
but faultered ſo, that ſhe could ſcarcely 

utter, 
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utter, fear again ſo much poſſeſſed 


her. 


Mrs. Haines, who could read in 
the intelligent eyes of Georgina, as 
much as ſhe could gain from her ac- 
cents, was aſſured enough of her 
meaning to gueſs the reſt; and not 
only approved her plan, but pro- 
miſed to immediately become her 
pupil; ſhe inſiſted upon her not lea- 
ving her for the remainder of that 
day, which invitation ſne moſt readily 
accepted: Mrs. Haines would not part 
with her, till Georgina had promi- 
fed to make one of a large party, 
the was to have the next day. 


Geor- 


rs J 

Georgina now returned home ſo 
much delighted with her new friend, 
and the flattering proſpects of ſucceſs 
in her little plan, that thought ſo oc- 
cupied and harraſſed her young 
mind, unuſed to any idea more than 
the pleaſure that was to reſult from a 
ball, or a play, that it totally deprived 
her of reſt; for pleaſure, when it 
takes ſuch hold of the imagination, 
as it had on that of Georgina's, be- 
comes as great a foe to reſt as pain. 
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Georgina goes to the much: 101 _ OP. 


Daene with the idea of 
the: pleaſure ſhe was to receive from 
the party, could not take her uſual 
reſt, but fell into a ſlumber towards 
morning, from which ſhe did not 
awake till near ten o'clock, She was 
vexed at this loſs of time, as ſhe fan- 
cied ſhe had much to prepare, being 
determined to be as elegantly dreſſed 
as was poſſible in mourning, well 
knowing that unleſs faſhionably dreſ- 
ſed the moſt beautiful object may paſs 
unnoticed. Georgina had a pro- 1 
fuſion of fine light hair which hung 3 


in 
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in beautiful ringlets ov over her elegant 
3 ſhoulders ; but imagining ſhe ſhould 
1 appear undreſſed without pouder, 
ſhe determined to ſpoil one” of the 
E 7 | greateſt beanties ſhe was poſſeſſed of, 
Þ | left ſhe ſhould not appear faſhionable. 


Thus determined, ſhe ſent for a 

hair dreſſer, and the important buſi- 
4 | neſs was done; not without Monſieur 

7 declaring he had never ſeen ſo great 
a change in any lady in all his life. 
Georgina, who had never before been 
dreſſed but by herſelf, had ſuffered 


ſome pain, and was of courſe anxious 


4 to ſee the alteration which Monſieur | 
had ſpoke of with ſo much rapture.” 
But when ſhe beheld herſelf, ſhe per- 
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ceived indeed the change, but found 
too late it was for the worſe inſtead 


of the better; ſhe however conſoled 


kerſelf with thinking that if ſhe did 


not look ſo handſome, ſhe ſhould at 


leaſt look more genteel; and as the 


party vas to conſiſt of none but 


people of diſtinction, ſhe flattered 
berſelf ſhe had done quite right. 


Georgina, anxious to be gone, had 
ordered a chair at ſeven o'clock; but 
was greatly ſurprized upon being 
told by the ſervant, that the com- 
pany was not yet come, and that his 
lady was dreſſing. Georgina was 
vexed at her want of knowledge of 
the world, and determined this, if 
: poſſible, 
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poſſible, ſhould be the laſt error of 
the kind ſhe would commit, Mrs. 
Haines, who heard of her arrival, ſent 
down her compliments, and begged 
ſhe would do her the favour to come 
up ſtairs to her; but when Georgina 
entered, Mrs. Haines could not help 
exclaiming, © Lord bleſs me! my 
dear girl; what have your done to 
yourſelf to make ſo total a change ?” 
Georgina, who felt what ſhe ſaid, 
and knew what ſhe meant, changed 
colour, and ſaid ſhe was fearful of 
not appearing like other people; on 
which account ſhe had put powder 


m her hair.' Mrs. Haines then good- 


naturedly, ſuppoſing Georgina would 


feel mortified for the evening, ſaid 


D 3 ſhe 


LJ 
ſhe could not help allowing, it gave 
her a greater air of faſhion, though 
at her firſt appearance it ſurprized 


her : ſhe concluded with ſaying, ſhe 


hoped Georgina would in future do 
her the honour of conſulting her 
upon every occaſion, as ſhe kindly 
added, ſhe was ſo much intereſted 
in her favour, that it would give her 
great pleaſure to become her adviſer 
and friend. Georgina thanked the 
amiable Mrs. Haines a thouſand 


times for her goodneſs to her, and 


they repaired to the drawing-room, 


when preſently was announced Lord 


and Lady Newberry, and the Duke 
of Somerſet, Mr. Mrs. and Miſs 
Danvers, &c. &c, &c. Georgina who 

had 


a 3 


| had never before been among ſo 


many perſons of diſtinction, felt her- 


ſelf a little agitated upon the occa- 
fion ; but Mrs. Haines, who never 
loſt fight of her young friend, fo 
kindly introduced her to thoſe who 


Z were in the room, that Georgina 


ſoon felt as eaſy as if they had each 


been her moſt intimate acquaintance. 
Lord Newberry ſeemed particularly 
to wiſh to enter into converſation 
XZ with Georgina, and finding her every 
thing her charming countenance be- 


ſpoke, he requeſted his lady to aſk 
the favour of her to ſpend a month 


or two with them at their ſeat in 
Wales. Georgina, bluſhing, accept- 


ed the honour they conferred upon 


her 
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her with a dignified modeſty, that 
fixed the good opinion they before 
had conceived of her. The rooms 
by this time were filled with faſhion, 
cards, confuſion, and gaiety ; and the 
delighted Georgina could not help 
reflecting with herſelf, how very for- 


tunate it was, that ſhe,,had been in- 
troduced to the amiable Lord and 
Lady Newberry before the general 
confuſion ; naturally concluding cha- 
radters like faces muſt paſs unnoticed 
in ſo great a crowd; yet notwiths 
ſtanding the general buſtle, Georgina 
very frequently found herſelf ob- 
ſerved, particularly by fome very 
noiſy young ladies, who ſhe over- 


A L « I 
heard in a loud whiſper, ſaying *who 
is that? I never ſaw her before.” 


9 : Georgina, who had never feen 
1 any thing of the world, was ſurprized 
3 in ſo large an aſſembly, that ſhe 

mould attract the ſmalleſt attention; 
9 little conſidering that people of 
3 faſhion. all know one another, and 
U that of conſequence any new face 
IF cannot paſs unobſerved, whether 


F plain or otherwiſe. 1 i onlh 
3 Georgina was much admired, and 
I many enquiries were made to Mrs. 
4 Haines concerning her fair friend: 
3 | The evening's amuſement was now: 
3 nearly ended, when Mrs. Haines 
1 thought 


(46) 
thought it would be prudent for 
Georgina to go home, concluding 
that late hours to one ſo much un- 
accuſtomed! to them, might be pre- 
judicial. Lord Newberry perceiv- 
ing Georgina moving towards the 
door, repeated his ' requeſt; at the 
fame time, ſaying, they left town in 
a week, and begged ſhe would travel 
with them. Mrs. Haines then came 
up, and defired Georgina would 
dine with her the next day, that they 
might talk over the neceſſary ar- 
rangements for this viſit; Georgina 
repeated her thanks to his lordſhip 
and Mrs. Haines, and withdrew— 
_ _ _ head was ſo occupied 
| | with 


with her new acquaintance and ſuc- 
ceſs, that this night, as well the pre- 
ceding, was ſpent in thinkiog, inſtead 
of ſleeping. 7 
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CHAP. VI. 
Georgina Pays a Viſit to Mrs. Haines. 


Georcina again ſpent a ſleep- 
leſs night, and was obliged, as is 
uſually the caſe, to make it out in 
the morning. When ſhe aroſe, ſhe 
found it was near eleven o'clock ; 
but as ſhe had nothing material to 
do for her viſit of this day, knowing 
Mrs. Haines was to dine alone, ſhe 
thought it would not fignify. Her 
firſt care was to comb the powder 
out of her hair, which ſhe plainly 
perceived Mrs. Haines did not ad- 
mire; ſhe accordingly paid this viſit 
unadorned by art of any kind, being 

by 


1 


by nature much too charming to re- 
quire any aſſiſtance whatever. She 
went, and Mrs. Haines met her 
with that glow of affettion that com- 
monly accompanies a good heart, 
when employed, as ſhe was, in ren- 
dering ſervice where ſhe never ex- 
pedted any return, but that of grate- 
ful acknowledgments. 


This day was entirely appropriated 
by Mr. Haines for the arrangement 
of the neceſſary. cloaths, &c. that 
would be required for the journey, 
as well as the intended viſit. —— 


As this lady knew the houſe was to 
be full of people of the firſt con- 


ſequence, ſhe therefore kindly in- 
E tended 
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tended preſenting her young friend 
with thoſe articles ſhe would want; 
but at the ſame time wiſhed to do it 
ſome way that could not wound the 


delicacy of Georgina; as it was very 
evident that ſhe, who was from her 
preſent circumſtances under the ne- 
ceſſity of being a great economiſt, 
could not bear it ſhould be diſco- 
vered. This little trait of our he- 
roine, who in other reſpe&s was ſo 
very ſhort of perfection, cannot be 
wondered at, when we conſider ſhe 
had been bred up without a wiſh that 
was not gratified; and, if poſſible, 
met half way before it found time for 
utterance. This thought it was, 
which created a difficulty with Mrs. 
= Haines 


. 

Haines how to proceed in the mat- 
ter; but at laſt ſhe concluded to ſay, 
that as ſhe was the entire cauſe of 
the viſit, Georgina muſt allow her to 
preſent her with the neceſſary arti- 
eles for it. Georgina received this 
mark of her eſteem, as it merited, 
with an unfeigned gratitude. 


This being ſettled, ſhe next con- 
ſidered the youth of Georgina, and 
that of courſe ſhe would want ſome 
general advice reſpefting her con- 
duct, &c. In ſuch a ſcene of gaiety, 
when ſhe would meet with different 
characters, her uncommon beauty 
and elegant form, added to a depen- 
dent ſituation, were ſnares that re- 

E 2 quired 
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quired the utmoſt circumſped ion to 
withſtand. Temptations and allure- 
ments would probably be thrown in 


her way, 


In this manner did the amiable 
Mrs. Haines ſpend the whole day, 
giving good advice to her young 
friend, who was ſo overpowered with 
gratitude for all her kindneſs, that 
ſhe could only anſwer by: broken 
accents, tears preventing her. This 
Mrs. Haines obſerved, and ended 
by ſaying ſhe was ſo much convinced 
of her prudence as well as propriety, 
that ſhe ſhould think any further 
advice both impertinent and unne- 
ceſſary; but begged Georgina would 
never 
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never omit vriting to her at leaſt 
once a-week; well knowing by that 
means ſhe ſhould ſee the whole ſoul 
of her dear girl, for ſhe loved her 


with great ſincerity. 


Juſt as Georgina had taken leave 
of her kind friend, and was walking 
towards the door, 'Lord Newberry 
was announced; he inſiſted on her re- 
turning, ſaying he had many things to 
talk to her about, —If Lord News- 
berry admired Georgina when dreſſed 
and powdered, how much more did 
he admire her now ſimple and un- 
adorned! His eyes were rivetted on 
her; every thing ſhe did or ſaid, 
ſeemed to him perfection. | 

E 3 Mrs, 
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Mrs. Haines's ſcrutinizing eye 
perceived this attention, but recol- 


lecting the amiable character of Lord 
| Newberry, ſhe committed her young 
friend to his care without fear: ſhe 
judged right; Lord Newberry's being 
fo ſtruck with Georgina was nothing 
more than the conſequence of the 


change in her dreſs, beſides which 


ſhe knew it was almoſt impoſſible to 
look upon her without admiration. 


Lord Newberry ſpent half an hour 
with the ladies talking over the jour- 
ney, and then took his leave. Geor- 
gina alſo left Mrs. Haines, and re- 
turned home full of joy at her great 

good 
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good fortune in meeting ſo imme— 
diately with ſuch kind friends. She 
haſtened to reſt, and had a much 
better night than the two preceding 


Ones. 
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A Tourney with the common Incidents. 


GEORCINA paſſed the three 
days previous to her journey in little 
preparations of dreſs, &c. not omit- 
ting to pay frequent viſits to her 
good friend Mrs. Haines. At 
length, the much wiſhed-for day of 
the journey arrived, and Georgina 
was ready two hours before it was 
neceſſary ; not conſidering ſhe was 
waiting for people of faſhion ; and 
that they are ſeldom punCtual upon 
theſe little occaſions; thinking it 
quite ſufficient trouble to be ſo upon 


more important ones. 
This 


1 

This little trait then being un- 
known to Georgina, ſhe ſtood at the 
window in anxious expectation ; at 
laſt imagining (herſelf forgot, ſhe 
very quietly ſat down to read; but 
ſhe could not command her attention, 
for her head was turned to the wins 
dow at the noiſe of every carriage. 
At length they arrived, and Georgina 
flew to meet them, elated with joy: 
Lord and Lady Newberry's recep- 
tion of her was ſo kind and good 
humoured, that it much overpaid her 
for the time ſhe had ſpent in _— 
for their arrival, 


Nothing material happened on the 
road, except that Georgina being un- 
accuſtomed 
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accuſtomed to travelling, was rather 
fatigued. 


The fourth day they arrived, and 
Georgina was highly delighted with 
the magnificence of the building. 
the beauties of the park, and variety 
of pleaſing fcenes that ſurrounded 
her. She ſeemed enchanted, and 


pleaſed her friends much with the 


innocence and novelty of her re- 
marks, It was on Saturday that 


they arrived, and the next day, as is 


uſually the rule in the country, the 
clergyman dined with Lord New- 
berry, | 


This gentleman vas remarkably 
| tall, 


8 
* 
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tall, thin and pale. Georgina obſer- 
ved he never ſpoke but when he was 
ſpoken to during dinner, which ſhe 
hrſt imagined was humility ; but 
when the cloth was removed, he ap- 
peared quite another character, talk- 
ing ſo loud and ſo much, that no 
perſon at table could poſſibly get in 
a word, except monoſyllables. He 
ſtared at Georgina extremely, and 
with a curioſity that was beyond the 
bounds of good breeding; ſhe alſo 
obſerved that he talked much of 
great poeple, and frequently intro- 
duced ſtories, which tended to his 
own praiſe. His manner appeared 
to her upon the whole very ungrace- 


ful, if not diſguſting. 


The 


1 1 


The ladies now retired, and in a 


few minutes was announced, Sir 


Harry F reeman. This gentleman 


had juſt returned from Italy; Lady 


Newberry introduced her young vi- 
fitor to him, and he met her on tip- 
toe, ſpeaking ſo extremely low, that 
Georgina, though not the leaſt thick 
of hearing, could not poſſibly make 
out what he ſaid. She however de- 
termined for the future to liſten with 
more attention. Sir Harry was tall 
and well proportioned ; he was alſo 
rather handſome ; and had he not 
taken ſo much pains by affeQation, 
to render himſelf diſagreeable, would 
certainly have been what is generally 


reckoned well looking. He however 
| choſe 


J 
© E. 
5 
3 9 
* . 2 
. 
2 
Bc 
7 
* 
17 
3 
_ 
nts 
Ba 
3% 
71 
3 
2 
4 
25 
Is 
* -vf 
2 4 
e 6 
p 2 
+4 
£2 
I £ 
* 
bY 
bs 
A 
_— 
1 
—4 Is 
Y A 
* 
af 7 
0 
2 
E. 8 
\ 52 
3 
WS 
3 
N 
9 7 
"6 
5x8 
Be 
Ag 
* 
1 
3 
wo 14 
IF 


wes Coden Ld 
gn KILN rf OT T3 8 2 
8 5 8 5 1 5 £34 WH PAs Bow 
- 2 8 2 

RL 


—_—__ OTE; 
I ot Fate 
1 n 

- — 


2 


8 


L 81 J 

choſe by grimace, to undo all theſe 
partialities of nature, and preferred 
looking and atling like a monkey, to 
that of a man; as he never ſpoke 
without drawing his mouth into ſo 
many poſitions, that he apparently 
kept the whole company in pain, 
leſt this terrible diſtortion ſhould re- 
main for ever. He was, however, 
extremely good humoured, and paid 
more attention to Georgina than 
could poſſibly be expeted from a 
man whoſe admiration was evi- 
dently centred in his own pretty 
perſon. 


The next day arrived Lord and 


Lady Melcombe, with one daughter. 
| Vol. * F | This 
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This young lady being rather band- 
ſome, ſurveyed Georgina with ſome 
contempt ; and then turned haſtily 
to Lady Newberry, ſaying rather 
loud, and pray, madam, who 
have you got here?“ looking full at 
Georgina. Lady Newberry in a 
manner that is peculiar to people of 
high breeding, and high rank, an- 
ſwered quickly, © this young lady is 
my particular friend; and you, madam, 
continued this amiable. woman, will 
find from an acquaintance with this 
charming girl, ſo much natural good 
breeding, as well as good-nature, 
that I am convinced you will be as 


much, delighted with her as we are,” 


But notwithſtanding this reviving 
kind- 


1 
kindneſs of Lady Newberry, Geor- 
gina could not help feeling a little 
mortified, | 


Miſs Melcombe finding Georgina 
was ſo great a favourite, thought it 
neceſſary to enter into converſation 
with hey. She began by ſaying that 
of all things ſhe deteſted long jour- 
nies, for in her opinion they render- 
ed the handfome ugly, and the ugly 
hideous. Georgina delighted her 
extremely, by ſaying, ſhe could not 
poſſibly conceive how that could be, 
as ſhe could not trace the firſt effett 
in her, 


* CHART 
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CHAP. VIII. 


In which Georgina ſees more Charac- 
ters, and is ſus prized ” them. 


Ty next hs brought Sir Robert 


Reeves and Mr. Lucas. Sir Robert 


Was an elderly man, of a corpulent 
make, he wore a ſhort round wig, and 


had a red face with a pug - noſe, and a 


mouth that appeared ever open and 
ready for a grin. He vas ſhort and 


very fat, but extremely rich, which 


made theſe perſonal defects paſs by 


many unnoticed, and the few that 


durſt give their opinion, did it with 
caution and tenderneſs. He was 


alſo penurious to exceſs, which ren- 
dered 
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dered his riches of no other uſe, 
even to himſelf, than that of ſereen- 


ing him from the general diſguſt 


his perſonal diſadvantages, as well as 
inſolent manners, muſt have inevita- 
bly created; but happily for him he was 


intirely unconſcious of any of theſe 


defects, and ſtrutted with as much 
ſelf conſequence as if he had been 
as remarkable for his perfections. 
He had never been married; for he 
frequently ſaid, young women were 
ſuch expenſive ſtuts, there was no 
bearing them; and for his part he 


vas not faſhionable enough to like 


old ones. 


He had not been long at-—before 
he was obſerved to take great notice 
LE == 
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of Georgina, Every body compli- 
mented her upon the occaſion, ſaying 
| that notwithſtanding all his little pecu- 
liarities, they did not doubt his making 
an excellent huſband, and conſtantly 
begged her to conſider his riches, 
and by no means to be ſo much her 
own enemy, as to refuſe ſo very ad- 
vantageous an offer. Even Lady 
Newberry herſelf joined in this ad- 

vice; ſaying, nothing could give her 
more real ſatisfaction, than that of ſee- 
ing her dear amiable girl well ſeitled 
and happy. Poor Georgina begged 
Lady Newberry would not again men- 
non to her ſo hateful a ſubjett; declar- 
ing ſhe ſhould prefer poverty in all its 
moſt horrid forms, to ſuch an alliance. 
| This 


* 
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This Lady Newberry only laugh- 
ed at, ſaying you are very young and 
innocent, and do not yet know the 


difficulties that attend going through 
the world without a protector; and 
concluded by ſaying, ſhe hoped with 
a little more of her advice, to-bring 
Georgina to a proper way of judg- 
ing, and again begged ſhe would not 
from youthful folly and nonſenſe, be 
ſo much her own enemy. Georgi- 
na now began to find, that though 
| the was ſo great a favourite with 
Lady - Newberry, yet any difference 
of opinion would ſoon make a great 
change, if not entirely diveſt her of 


any future friendſhip, or eſteem for 
her. She was much ſhocked at this 
| thought, 
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thought, and had now no conſolation 
left, but in the hope that his affec- 
tion ior her might be only ſurmiſe; 
and determined to treat him with 

great coldneſs, and particularly to 
avoid all converſation with him 
alone, 
She thought of again ſpeaking to 
Lady Newberry on the ſubje&, and 
begging her to conſider her youth, 
and that it was very poffible ſhe 
would have ſome ather opportunity, 
which if not ſo great, might be more 
fuitable to her years, fituation,. and 
diſpoſition. 


Thus did ſhe continually torment 


berſelf with her fears, till ſhe turned 
all 
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all the joy and happineſs before her 
into miſery, _ 


She was in one of theſe reveries, 
when ſhe was ſurpriſed by Miſs Mel 
combe, who came running into the 
room, crying out, Lord Georgina, 
« Whatis it that ails you of late, you 
look ſo melancholy, and thoughtful ? 
one would think you had all the cares 
of the world upon you, or that you 
was in love; pray which is it? for I 
am ſure it muſt be the one or the 
other; © No cried Georgina quickly, 
it 1s neither, I aſſure you ; I am vaſtly 
well, but am frequently grave, without 
having any meaning.” Perhaps ſo, 
returned Miſs Melcombe, but I don't 
think 


LF 

think it is uſual for young women to 
keep alone ſo much as you do, with- 
out ſome cauſe ; I think I can gueſs 
how it is ; you have fallen deſperately 
in love with that charming piece of 
antiquity, Sir Robert Reeves, and are 
hurt that he has not yet opened the | 
cargo of love he has for you; but 
I can tell you as a great fecret, that 
he intends it the firſt opportunity, fo 
you need not fret about the matter, 


If. Georgina was before unhappy, 
Miſs' Melcombe had now made her 
moſt compleatly wretched ; ſhe had 
no room to doubt the truth of what 
ſhe aſſerted, naturally ſuppoſing ſhe 
muſt have heard it from her mother, 


who. 
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who was particularly intimate with 
Sir Robert. She repented ſhe had 
not gathered more from Miſs Mel- 


combe who was very open; and cer- 
ainly had ſhe aſked her would not 
have ſcreened any thing from her 
knowledge ; but ſhe was gone, and | 
Georgina did not wiſh to ſummons 
her back for ſuch an enquiry, Her 
only plan now was to prevent Sir 
Robert from declaring himſelf, which 
ſhe determined if poſſible to do by 
artfully avoiding ever being alone 
„ ito Ln 3 ewe 
In the mean time be was con - 
ſidering himſelf as doing ber. in- | 
finite honour, and little ſuppoſing 
that ſhe was ſtudiouſly avoiding what. 
+ 


11 
he conſidered as ſo diſtinguiſhed a 
condeſcenſion; 


Georgina behaved with great 
caution during dinner, but obſerved 
both Lord and Lady Newberry were 


frequently watching her counte- 
nance. She wiſhed to have appeared 
as gay as uſual ; but nature in Geor- 


gina was ſo predominant, that when 


ſhe wiſhed to diſſemble, ſhe was ſure 
to be diſcovered. 


It was a great relief however to 
her when the time arrived for the 
ladies'to withdraw, as ſhe could not 
help imagining herſelf vaſtly obſer- 
ved, Lady Newberry had not again 


men- 
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mentioned the ſubjedt to Georgina, 


which gave her ſome hopes it might 
die away. 


When the gentlemen returned 
from dinner, Sir Harry Freeman 


came up to Georgina, and ſaid with 


his uſual ſoftneſs, he was au déſeſpoir 


at ſeeing ſo great a change in her 
looks; Georgina bluſhed extremely, 
but Miſs Melcombe could not poſſibly 
let ſo fair an opportunity for her ral- 


lying flip, without making uſe of it, 


«Lord! Sir Harry, ſaid ſhe, cannot 
you gueſs the cauſe? Well, I am 
ſure you muſt be the moſt ſtupid of 
animals!” Sir Harry immediately. 
drew up his head, adjuſted his ſtock 

Vor. I. G at 


N 

at the glaſs, and walking up to Geor- 
gina very importantly, declared if it 
was in his power by any means to re- 
ſtore her tranquillity ſne might com- 
mand him. Georgina vexed to the 
ſoul at his impertinence and vanity, 
declared ſhe could not find out what 

it was that Miſs Melcombe or he 
meant, unleſs it was to ridicule her. 


He was juſt meditating another 
fine ſpeech, when Sir Robert hobbled 
up, begging to know what they were 
jarring about. Oh! Sir Robert, cried 
the miſchievous Miſs Melcombe, you 
are the very man we wanted; III 
anſwer, that you will put us all in 


good humour, though Sir Harry was 
not 
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not ſo ſucceſsful. She then gave Sir 
Robert the wink, ſaying, I will not 
interrupt you; and immediately run 
to the other end of the room. Sis 
Robert caught hold of Georgina's 
hand, ſaying, © What, are you love- 
ſick, my pretty dear? O! we will ſoon 
get the better of that, won't we?“ 
looking and grinning full in her face. 
Georgina now burſting with contempt, 
tore from him, leaving the aſtoniſhed 
baronet to gueſs the meaning of all 
this, for he thought he had behaved 
very politely, Georgina was deter- 
mined if poſſible to reſume her uſual 
vivacity, in order to overcome the 
cruel railery of Miſs Melcombe. 


I 2 Sup- 


C3 
Supper being ready, they all ad- 


journed to the parlour, and nothing 


farther happened to give pain to 


Georgina, 
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CHAP. IX: 


* | T 
Georgina ſhews great Spirit and Fortis 
tude, 


GEORCIN A= reſt was greatly 
diſturbed by the agitation of ſpirits 
ſhe had been thrown into the pre— 
ceding day, and began to find that 
unleſs accompanied by an eaſy mind, 


all the pomp in the world could not 


_ convey happineſs. This thought 


fully determined her reſolution re- 


ſpecting Sir Robert; for well ſhe 


knew, that on his opulent ſituation 
alone, ſhe muſt depend for happineſs: 


her only fear was, the loſs of the 


I 3 friend- 


| 3 

friendſhip of Lord and Lady New- 
berry ; but this ſhe determined at all 
events to riſk; thinking ſhe muſt never 
have been worthy their eſteem, if they 
could take occaſion te withdraw it 
for what was not meant as an offence 
to themſelves; and in this caſe, as the 
conſequence was to herſelf alone, ſhe 
could not help feeling that ſhe ought 
to be ſole arbitreſs of her own future 
fate. 


* 


Thus fully convinced of. the redti- 
tude of her ſentiments, her heart felt 
unuſually light, and her countenance 
reſumed its ſerenity and compoſure. 
In this ſtate of mind Georgina re- 
turned to the drawing room, imagi- 


ning 


Ll Wi 
ning. every body was aſſembled in 


readineſs for dinner; but was much 


ſurprized on entering to find Sir Ro- 


bert Reeves quite alone. He im- 
mediately caught hold of her, and 
ſaid, he had long wiſhed for a favour- 
able opportunity of declaring him- 


ſelf to her, and how happy he was at 


[ 


length to have met with this. 


Georgina who was vexed to the 
ſoul, endeavoured to diſengage her- 
ſelf, but he ſtill kept hold of her, and 
haſtily turning the key of the door, 
forcibly detained her; at the ſame 


time ſayi ng, © No, no, now I have got 


you, I will not tet you go ſo eaſily as 
you 


( & ) 


you may imagine; for I am quite 
determined you ſhall hear me.” 


Georgina finding herſelf jn his 
power, ſaid ſhe was very ready to 
hear any thing he had to ſay; but 
that ſhe could not find out what ne- 
ceſſity there was for locking the door, 
and begged of him to open it; decla- 
ring herſelf much aſhamed of the ap- 
pearance. He perſiſted in continu- 
ing the door as it was, and began 
his pleaſing addreſs by ſaying, he had 
long admired her extremely, and chat 
ſhe need not be ſo offended with him, 
as his intentions were perfectly ho- 
nourable : that he adored her, and 


declared ſhe was the only woman in 
the 
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the world he had ever been ſeriouſly 
attached to. Georgina endeavoured 
to make him ſome reply, but he 
{topped her by ſaying, ſhe had much 
better accept his offer, and not be ſo 
fooliſh, for he was in a ſituation to 
addreſs any lady; and that both Lord 


and Lady Newberry thought he did 


her infinite honour ; and by refuſing 
him, ſhe would entirely forfeit their 
eſteem, as they both were much inte- 
reſted in his fayour. 


Georgina, who in the courſe of this 
vulgar addreſs, had ſuffered incon- 
ceivably, felt her pride much ſhocked; 
and her contempt was ſo great, that 


it almoſt deprived her of utterance : 
ſhe 


191 
ſhe looked for ſome time at Sir Ro. 
bert with filent aſtoniſhment. At 


length recovering. from her reverie, 
ſhe exclaimed, Heavenly God protett 
me from ſuch an unfeeling monſter; 
and thou O poverty, frightful as 
thou art, to thee I reſign myſelf for 
ever, in preference to riches offered 
in ſo humiliating and inſolent a man- 
ner— and then turning to Sir Robert 
who ſtood in ſilent amazement, ſhe 
ſaid, in the moſt peremptory manner, 
J inſiſt, Sir, upon your leaving me, 
and declare that the offer of an alli- 
ance with you, which you ſo vainly 
imagined would be confidered and 
accepted by me as ſo great an ho- 
nour, I now reſign for ever. This 

I ſhould 
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I ſhould imagine can be no diſap- 
pointment to you, whoſe great riches 
and accompliſhments may, to thoſe 
who have a greater knowledge of the 
world, and are more intereſted than 
me, be extremely acceptable; but beg 
you will believe, that all future ap- 
plications to me will be conſidered as 
vain and unneceſſary. 


Sir Robert begged to be heard 
and then declared, that if by any in- 
voluntary manner of ſpeaking, he 
had offended her, he was ready to 
make whatever conceſſion ſhe ſhould 
command; for he vas ſo much charm- 
ed with both her perſon and manner, 
that comparatively ſpeaking, every 

other 
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other lady became to him diſagree. 
able, if not diſguſting ; he therefore 
flattered himſelf, that through Lady 
| Newberry and his future endeavours, 
he might by degrees become leſs odi- 
ous to the moſt charming of women; 
and that could ſhe be perſuaded to 
| honour him with her hand, the re- 
mainder of his life ſhould be devoted 
entirely to make her happy. 4 


When he had finiſhed,. Georgina 
though leſs offended, was not the 
leaſt pleaſed with the offender ; and 
had his firſt addreſs been couched in 
the moſt elegant terms that fancy 
could paint, would till have remained 
quite as inflexible. She therefore 
again 


E 

| again Wade he would give up all 
future pretenſions to her; declaring 
that her determination was fixed, 
and that irrevocably; and at the in- 
terference of no perſon, however 
dear to her, could ſhe or ſhould ſhe 
change her preſent ſentiments; that 
| in regard to his firſt mode of addreſs, 
notwithſtanding, ſhe muſt confeſs, it 
had ſhocked her extremely ; yet Sir 
Robert might reſt aſſured it would 
not either be named or thought of 
more by her, if he would promiſe 
to give up all future expeQations 
concerning her.—Sir Robert finding 
any further converſation upon the 
ſubject would be in vain, made his 


bow and retired. 
vai - CHAP. 


1 
E 


In which Georgina meets with great 
Mortificatton, 


GEOROINA. with a heavy 
heart, and melancholy countenance, 
attended the ſummons for dinner; 
and as ſhe expected, obſerved an un- 
uſual gravity in both Lord and Lady 
Newberry. Sir Robert alſo was un- 
commonly ſilent; upon which Miſs 
Melcombe whole obſervation was ever 
awake and on the watch for amuſe- 
ment, kept particularly teazing Sir 
Robert, by telling him that he was 
valtly grave ; and that really ſhe was 
afraid if he did not take great care 

of 
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of himſelf, he would have a fit of 
ſickneſs; for ſhe was certain his 
countenance beſpoke ſomething ter- 
rible. Lord Newberry frowned, and 
Lady Melcombe kicked her foot un- 
der the table ; but all to little pur- 


poſe ; for ſhe continued her raillery 


until the cloth was removed; when 
Lord Newberry very ſeriouſly re- 
queſted ſne would change the ſub- 


jet; at the ſame time, begging ſhe 


would forgive the reproof; as it was 
evident, her raillery, though accom- 
panied with both wit and humour, 
had given great pain to more than 


one at table. 


She ſaid ſoſhe perceived, but could 
| He not 


886 1 
not help adding, that her obſervations 
were very natural, and that, had not 
his lordſhip been in this ſad ſecret, 
he might have been led to do as ſhe 
had done, from a curioſity to know 


the meaning of all theſe appearances, 


Georgina bluſhed, and they turned 
pale, during this conference; and 
| Lady Newberry finding it was quite 
impoſſible to ſilence Miſs Melcombe, 
thought the only method was to ad- 
Journ to the drawing-room, which 
they did, and a general filence took 
place for more than half an hour; 


which may eaſily be accounted for, 


when we conſider that Lady Neu- 


berry was vexed with both the young 
ladies 


1 
ladies that Lady Melcombe was 
very angry with her daughter for 
ber raillery to her old friend that 
Georgina was in a fright—and that 
Miſs Melcombe was offended and. 
mad with them all for preventing 
her uſual gaiety: 


At length filence was broke by 
Lady Newberry, begging Lady Mel- 
combe would have the goodnels to 
excuſe her retiring for five minutes 
with Georgina, who ſhe ſaid ſhe wiſhed 
much to have a little converſation 
with. Lady Melcombe begged ſhe 
would not make any apology about 
the matter; and they retired to Lady 
Newbery's/apartment. | 
d H 3 Georgina 
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Georgina trembled and dreaded 
the converſation, though ſhe knew 
it muſt be the caſe ; Lady Newberry 
perceived her confuſion, and kindly 
taking her hand ſaid, ſhe had hoped 
better behaviour from her, than that 
which ſhe had experienced this day, 
by her very cruel and contemptuous 
refuſal of her friend Sir Robert 
Reeves, who ſhe ſaid was not only a 
man of conſequence, but a real good 
creature, and would have made a moſt 
excellent huſband : ſhe exhorted her 
to think of what ſhe had now faid, if 
ſhe valued her friendſhip, _ 


| Poor Georgina torn with the very 
unjuſt reproaches of Lady New- 
| | berry, 
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berry, as ſhe could not but feel her- 


ſelf the injured perſon, was almoſt 
deprived of her reaſon ; ſhe, however 
related to Lady Newberry all that 
had paſſed between her and Sir 
Robert-Reeves, not omitting that ſhe 
did not expect from Sir Robert any 
blame for her conduct; and then 
turning to Lady Newberry with the 
moſt winning ſoftneſs, ſhe faid—And 
now Lady Newberry that I have de- 
clared to you the whole converſa- 
tion, I again moſt ſolemnly proteſt 
that no power on earth ſhall prevail 
with me to marry Sir Robert Reeves; 
that poor as Iam, I prefer my ſitua- 
tion, ſuch as it is, to all the wealth he 
is maſter of, if with it I muſt alfo 

have 


[ 92 J 
have him; therefore, you my ever 
dear Lady Newberry, who have ſo 
kindly patronized me, cannot ſurely 
from your juſtice and good ſenſe ſo 
cruelly withdraw that friendſhip it 
will ever be my greateſt pride to de- 
ſerve; added to which, after all, it 
would give you pain, had I been 
prevailed upon to ſell my happineſs; 
that when you beheld your once 
happy, but now loſt and wretched 
Georgina, pining. away her youth, 
you would then grieve at the fight, 
and regret the malignant hour that 
firſt made us acquainted: and again, 
when you found that death alone 
could give me eaſe, and muſt inevi- 
any be the end of this moſt hated 


match, 
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match, would not your amiable ſoul 
ſhrink at the idea of having been the 


occaſion of ſo much miſery ? 


It is enough, cried the good Lady 
Newberry ; ſay no more, my charms 
ing girl: I am indeed convinced of 
the error my fooliſh fondneſs for you 
had nearly led me into but your 
ſuperior underſtanding has now open- 
ed my eyes; and you may depend 
this is the laſt you ſhall ever hear of 
| a ſubje& from which you have been 
ſo deep a ſufferer. —Lady Newberry 
| then embraced Georgina with that n 
heart-felt ſatisfaction which is not ſo 
ealily deſcribed as imagined: they 
then immediately repaired to the 


drawing- 


L 
drawing-room, where they found the 
whole company aſſembled, and wait. 
ing for them, Lord Newberry 
looked anxiouſly, firſt at his lady, and 
then at Georgina, in whoſe fine coun- 
tenance he could trace departing 
grief, making way for happineſs, 


The whole company ſeemed per- 
fectly pleaſed, except poor Sir Ro- 
bert, who could not by any means 
appear the leaſt at eaſe. Sir Harry 
Freeman came up to Georgina and 
begged leave to wiſh her joy on the 
turn her ſpirits had taken ; ſhe ſmiled 
and thanked him, ſaying ſhe was both 
very well and very happy. Miss 


Melcombe feemed burſting with de- 
ſire 


——— — 
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fire to. know how all theſe changes 


| had happened, but did not like to 
enquire.— Georgina now reſtored to 
bappineſs, ſpent a very compoſed 
night. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 
| Georgina is happy, and appears ſo, 


GEOROINA came down in the 
morning ſo refreſhed and ſo happy, 
that ſhe did not appear like the ſame 
creature, and received as many com- 
pliments on her looks, as if ſhe had 
juſt made her appearance after a fi 
of illneſs. 

In the courſe of the breakfaſt, ar- 
rived the young and accompliſhed 
Lord Lambert ; his perſon was rather 
tall, and joined to that elegance of 
proportion which at once ſtrikes 


every beholder. His countenance 
was 


E 
was nobly majeſtic, with eyes ſo full 
of animation, and yet ſo ſoft, that in 
wiſhing to decide which of theſe was 
moſt -predominant, your heart was 
endangered, as it wholly depended 
upon the turn of mind of the capti- 
vating poſſeſſor. His complexion 
was neither dark nor yet fair, and 
the whole of his appearance gave 


you the idea of the brave officer, 


united to that of the fine gentleman ; 


his manners were eaſy and graceful; 
his converſation elegant and well in- 
tormed, not aſſuming or bold, nor 
yet mean or ſubſervient; his opinions 
lo juſt and convincing, that few ever 
ventured to contradict what he aſſer- 


ted; and yet unconſcious of this evi- 
Vor. I. "2. dent 


LI 

dent ſuperiority over the reſt of 
mankind, he was ever moſt attentive 
and paid due deference to the opini. 


ons of others. 


Georgina, whoſe opportunities of 
mixing with the world had begun but 
lately, was ſo aſtoniſhed at his per- 
ſon, and the great difference ſhe ſaw 
between this moſt amiable of men 
and the reſt of the world, that her 
fine eyes, unconſcious, were ever ri- 
vetted upon him ;—it was evident 
that ſhe gazed upon him and liſtened 
to his converſation with the moſt in- 


nocent rapture. 


Thus charmed unknowingly, ſhe 
little 


f 


4 


little ſuſpected the danger of her 
ſituation; for his fate had long been 
ſettled, nor was ſhe allowed the com- 
mon liberty of choice, his parents 
having intended him for Lady Je-. 

mina Irwin; and it would not be very 
eaſy for Lord Lambert to break off 
this long intended match, as the 
lady was poſſeſſed of a hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, and was really attached 
to him. On the contrary, Lord 
Lambert had ever looked upon Lady 
Jemima Irwin as his deſtined wife, 


but never appeared in a hurry to 


claim her; but now the time was come 
that he muſt ſeriouſly think of his 
propoſal, or offend her for ever; add- 
ed to which, his friends were perpe- 

| tually 


E 
tually urging him; fearing Lady Je. 
mima ſhould perceive his coldneſs 


All theſe circumſtances were un- 
known to Georgina; and had ſhe 
known them, it would have availed 
nothing, for ſhe was as natural as ſhe 
was innocent; and therefore neither 
the thoughts nor the aftions were 
conſidered of ſo real a child of na- 
ture. Lord and Lady Newberry 
perceived her attachment with real 
grief, naturally concluding that ſhe 
who was ſo determined in her diſlikes, 
muſt of courſe be as violent in her 
own attachments. 


Her feelings were delicate and re- 
fined 


1 10 } 

fined in a very fuperior degree. 
The conſequence therefore of a hope- 
leſs paſſion to her, would be much 
more ſevere than to move common 
minds. | They were miſerable about 
her, and yet it was a ſubjeR too deli- 
cate to venture upon, particularly as 
Georgina had never namedit to them; 
beſides which, if they had erred in 
their judgment, what a ſilly appear- 
ance mult they make? 


In ſhort, they concluded to leave 
things to chance, or what ſhould, 
happen, and not again be aQtive 
unneceſſarily ; well knowing that 
the judgment of Georgina, was as 
eorrect as it was refined; and that 

| 13 when 
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when ſhe found herſelf in an error, 
whatever her ſufferings vere, they 
would be borne with ſilence and 
that her pride would be her great- 
eſt aſſiſtant in extricating her from 
theſe difficulties. 


In the mean time Lord Lambert, 
who had never before ſeen ſo much 
excellence fo ſweetly arranged, was 
as violently attached to Georgina as 
ſhe could poſſibly be to him; but he 
was ſo extremely cautious as to ap- 
pearances, that what was ſo evident 


to every eye, in her, was never ſur- 
mized of Lord Lambert ; for he, 


conſcious of his own engagements 
| with 


Tl 


with Lady Jemima, was ever on his 


guard. 


Thus filently charmed with each 
other, did Lord Lambert and Geor- 
gina remain ſome time, as they each 
ſuppoſed unobſerved ; but Miſs Mel- 
combe, who had been quiet ſo long, 
could not reſiſt the temptation that 
now offered. She therefore attacked 
poor Georgina, who in fatt had but 
juſt found out the miſery ſhe was 
making for herſelf; ſenſibly conclud. 
ing ſhe ſhould never be approved 
as the choice of Lord Lambert in any 
reſpect; added to which ſhe had the 
mortification to think he avoided 
her, 5 

Theſe 


Theſe reflections, then, were quite 
ſufficient to render her miſerable in 
the extreme, without the addition of 
reproach. She little thought the 
heart-rending ſcene Miſs Melcombe 
had for her. Georgina was ſitting 
in her room, leaning her head on her 
arm, when Miſs Melcombe entered; 
ſhe was ſurpriſed; but immediately 
recollecting berſelf, ſhe faid, I am 
very glad to ſee you, and drew a 
ehair to the fire. — Perhaps, replied 
Miſs Melcombe, you may not be ſo 
pleaſed at ſeeing me, when you have 
heard what I have to tell you. Why 
not? ſurely you are not the meſſen- 
ger of bad news, are you, anſwered 
Georgina? E 
13-4. It 
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It is my friendſhip for you that is 
the cauſe of this viſit; and however 
you may receive it, I cannot but ſay 
I think it my duty, though Lady 
Newberry, begged of me not to do it. 
« Good Heavens! what can you 
mean? ” enquired the frightened 
Georgina; you have made me 
quite ill.“ That you were before, 
reſumed Miſs Melcombe ; at leaſt you. 
| are not far off it, ſo much in love as 
| you are.” — In love! ” exclaimed 
the aſtoniſhed Georgina ! © Yes, my 
dear, in love, ” reſumed Miſs Mel- 
combe, * and that with the charming 
Lord Lambert; but you little know. 
what you are about ; for I can aſſure 
| You, he is engaged to Lady Jemima 
| Irwin, 
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Irwin, who has an immenſe fortune; 
therefore to give you the ſmalleſt 
hopes would be the greateſt cruelty 
in the world. Beſides, I cannot ſay 
that I think the paſſion reciprocal 
between you; for every body has ob- 
| | ſerved it in you, but none in him.“ 


. Shefiniſhed with faying, © but pray 
exeuſe what J have ſaid, as I really 


- Georgina, who had liſtened with 
the utmoſt attention to what ſhe had 
related, and who was more dead than 
alive with the account, begged her 
* moſt ſeriouſly to tell her, if thoſe 
cruel obſervations that ſhe had made 


upon 
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upon her were general; for if they 
were, ſhe did not know how ſhe 
ſhould be able to ſhow her face again. 


« O Lord! returned Miſs Melcombe 


gaily ; you need not be ſo particular 
juſt now; for I affure you, it has all 
been diſcovered this month paſt:“ 
and ſo ſaying, away ſhe ran, leaving 
Georgina in the moſt painful of ſitua- 
tions—vexed to the ſoul at what ſhe 
had heard; which, to be ſure, ought to 
make her give up, if poſſible, all further 
thoughts of Lord Lambert : this ſhe 


| found would be impoſſible for her to 


do, notwithſtanding the great impro- 
priety of encouraging hope concern- 
ing him.—His amiable manners had 
taken entire poſſeſſion of her ſoul. 
Thus 


1 166 J 

Thus harraſſed, ſhe for a while ſtood 
quite ſilent, conſidering what was beſt 
to be done in ſuch a critical ſitua- 
tion, and what added to all her un. 


happineſs was, that of her having been 


; 
5 


| diſcovered. 


Good Heavens! exclaimed ſhe— 

perhaps—but God forbid he himſelf 

may have ſeen my folly ! if ſo, how 

ſhall I meet him ?—how can I ever 

look up again !—I. am diſtracted! 1 
muſt be an objeft of ridicule to the 

whole houſe, even to the filly Sir 
a e Freeman! 


Thus did ſhe torment herſelf, till 


dinner was ready. She had now no 
time 


UI 


1e 
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time for farther conſideration, but at 


all events muſt make her appearance. 
She was determined to wear as great 
an air of gaiety as poſſible, and even 
endeavour to talk and laugh with Sir 
Harry Freeman. — Several times ſhe 
caught Lord Lambert's eyes, who in 
fact was ſurpriſed at her unuſual 


gaiety: But Georgina had done too 


much by attempting to appear gay; 


ſhe was unuſed to diſguiſe, and her 
conſtitution ſuffered for it. The next 
day ſhe was too ill to make her ap- 
pearance ; and Miſs Melcombe be- 
gan to regret the part ſhe acted; tho' 
ſhe conſoled herſelf with „ 
that all ſhe bad ſaid was true. 
Waun CHAP, 


E 


CHAR: 6. 


Georgina is ill both in Health and 
Spirits. 


GEORCINA grew worſe; and a 
high fever was the conſequence of 
the violent agitation of ſpirits pro- 
duced by Miſs Melcombe's abrupt 
manner of relating the engagement 
Lord Lambert was under to Lady 
Jemima Irwin. 


The good Lady Newberry, who 
knew nothing of what had paſſed be- 
tween the young ladies, was much 
alarmed, and ſent for the beſt phy- 
ſician there was in that country.— 


When 


E 
When Dr. Simmons arrived, he ſhook 
his head, and ſaid the fever was very 
high, but that it was particularly on 
her ſpirits; and that he ſhould ſup- 
poſe ſhe had ſuffered very great an- 
xiety of mind for ſome time paſt ;— 
that ſhe was of a moſt delicate tex- 
ture, and particularly recommended 
quiet—ſaying he would ſee her the 
next day. | 


Lady Newberry hoped every thing 
from Dr. Simmons, of whom ſhe had 
a very great opinion. She then left 
her young friend, and attended at din- 
ner. Every body enquired anxiouſly 
concerning Georgina, except . Lord 

Lambert, who over deſirous to pre- 
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vent a diſcovery of his attachment, 
took the moſt pointed means of de— 


claring it by his lence. 


The next day Georgina grew lil! 
worle, and the family began to be 
much alarmed. Lord Lambert ſaid 
quickly, that all country advice 
was nothing compared to that of 
London; and that as the journey 
would take time, the ſooner they ſent 
che better. His anxiety was too 
great any longer to admit of duplici- 
ty; and was apparent to the whole 
company. Had poor Georgina been 
in that ſecret, it might have been a 
means of haſtening her recovery; 
but her ſpirits were ſo dejected, that 

| ſhe 
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ſhe fancied herſelf only the object of 
his contempt, and even ridicule; 
being perſuaded that what was ſo 


very obvious to the company in ge- 


neral, he who was ſo much concern- 
ed, could not be a ſtranger to. 


Thus did ſhe impede every advan- 
tage of medieine. Doctor Simmons 


was aſked if he thought further ad-. 


vice would be of any ſervice? he 


ſhook his head again, and ſaid no; 


but begged they would not be alarm. 
ed, as there was no immediate danger, 
Lord Lambert, who was preſent, 
could no longer conceal his exceſſive 
anxiety, immediately anſwered, ©: fog 
God's ſake don't delay time till the diſ. 
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order has taken ſuch deep root, that 
it may be impoſſible to reſtore to”— 
and he was ſtopped by every body's 
eyes in the room, being fixed upon 
him. © EK 


The doftor then ſaid, that medi- 
cine of any fort whatever could be of 
no ſervice; that the real truth was, if 
he muſt be ſo explicit, he was fear- 
ful this charming young creature had 
formed ſome ſecret attachment that 
preyed upon her ſpirits and delicate 
frame ; and, that if the cauſe was not 
removed ſoon, he really much feared 
a decline muſt be the conſequence ; 
adding, he ſhould ſuppoſe that thoſe 
that lived with her conſtantly, muſt 

have 
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have ſeen ſome marks of what was 


now ſaid. 


He then recommended to Lady 


Newberry ſtrongly, if poffible, to 


fift the matter by degrees, and then 


ſhe would be convinced of the truth 

of what he aſſerted. He alſo recom- 
mended riding on horſeback, upon 
which Lord Lambert faid, he had a 

very quiet new-trained horſe, fit to 


carry a lady, and that he ſhould be 


extremely happy, if ſhe would do him 


the honour to uſe him: Lady New- 
berry thanked his lordſhip, and im- 
mediately went and ſat with Georgi- 
na, and kindly taking her hand, ſhe 
ſaid, my deareſt girl muſt not let her- 

I” ſelf 
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ſelf be ſo caſt down; every body, con- 


tinued Lady Newberry is anxious 


beyond imagination about your 
| health; poor Lord Lambert has aſked 


ten thouſand queſtions, and begs you 
will make uſe of his quiet, eaſy, gait- 
ed horſe to ride out upon. 


Georgina ſighed, and ſaid, do not 
let me again appear. I am too fool - 
iſh ; and burſting in tears, ſhe forgot 
herſelf, and ſaid, and did Lord Lam- 
bert think me worthy ſo much kind- 
neſs? Yes, .cried Lady Newberry, 
finding her recovery depended alone 
on Lord Lambert, and what is ſtill 
ſtronger, I never ſaw him ſo much 
intereſted before. O Lady Neu- 

| —_ | berry, 
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berry, cried Georgina, covering her 
face, you are too good to ſee and for- 
give my weakneſſes.“ Lady Newber- 
ry then left Georgina, fearing ſhe 
ſhould _—_ ſpirits too much. 


In the mean time Lord Lambert 
was conſidering of ſome pretence to 
break off his intended match if poſſi- 
ble, and that with the great delicacy 
that was requiſite on ſo important an 
occaſion ; and alſo to avoid reproach 
required infinite {kill and addreſs ; he 
bad begun by negligence, but the 
great difficulty was to proceed with 
propriety. At all events he deter- 
mined to break with Lady Jemima, 
that he might have like the reſt of the 
world, a liberty of choice. 

CHAP. 
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Georgina is more happy, and of courſe 
her Health improves. | 


GRORCINA again and again 
conſidered of what Lady Newberry 
had ſaid to her, and could not but 
be ſurprized, as Lord Lambert had 
ever apparently avoided all conver- 
fation with her; and again reeollected 
Miſs Melcombe telling her, the par- 
tiality ſhe had for Lord Lambert 
had been obſerved by the whole 
company, and concluded that Lady 
Newberry's converſation with her 
had been concerted from a motive 
of pity. 

Thus 


i 


Thus did ſhe unneceſſarily torment 


herſelf with vain imaginations ; be 
determined, if poſſible, to appear at 
eaſe, whatever were her feelings, 
as ſhe was to meet the company that 
day at dinner. Lady Newberry 
ſoon after came up to Georgina, to 
inform her dinner was very near on 
table, and that ſhe would attend her 
down ſtairs : Georgina thanked her 
for her kind attention to her, and 
accepted her arm to help her. Every 
body appeared delighted at ſeeing 
her again, except Lord Lambert, and 
be indeed was ſo much ſhocked at the 
great change in her looks, that he 
remained filent for ſome time. At 
kngth he ſaid, he hoped gentle ex- 

erciſe 
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erciſe and quiet would be the means 
of reſtoring her health; ſhe bowed, 
and thanked him: and then Lord 
Lambert, turning to the gentleman 
who ſat next him, which happened to 
be Mr. Lucas, ſaid, he hoped every 
thing from gentle riding on horſe. 
back every day. 


Mr. Lucas, who was one of thoſe 
people who had a yes for every body 
that addreſſed him, and more particu- 
larly a man of conſequence, ſaid very 
Ggnificantly,* Out of doubt, my Lord, 
nothing is ſo beneficial as riding; — 
looking extremely important at being 


adviſed with. 
| This 


E 


This gentleman had been in the 
law, and was a ſort of perſon that is 
very uſeful in the country; as he 
would do every thing that was pro- 
poſed: He played all games on the 
cards, and that for any ſum ; he rode, 
he walked, and, in ſhort, though he 
was extremely weak, yet, as he never 
advanced any thing, he was ſure 
though he had not abilities to pleaſe, 
he ſhould not offend ; as, he ſeldom 
ſpoke but in monoſyllables: added 
to which, he was ſure to agree in opi- 
nion with every one, let that opinion 
be ever ſo abſurd, particularly when 


advanced by any perſon of conſe- 


quence.— In ſhort, his ſervile diſpo- 
ition was ſo apparent, that where it 
VoI. I. L could 


a . 


could not be of any ſervice, it ren. 


dered him extremely odious; and 
yet, what ſurpriſed Georgina was, to 
hear that this man was often at diffe- 
rent houſes of faſhion; but it was 
evident to every perſon, except him- 
ſelf, that he was not invited for the 
pleaſure of his ſociety, but for the 
uſe he was made of.— He was by no 
means a favourite of Lord or Lady 
Newberry's, as they were both too 
good judges of elegance and high 
breeding, to be pleaſed with his man- 
ners. It was allo obſerved, that he 
bowed, ſmiled, and fawned leſs at 
their houſe than anywhere elſe; for 


notwithſtanding his great want of 
| ſenſe, 


J 
ſenſe, he had ſufficient obſervation 
to ſee where he was moſt popular. 


The next day Georgina rode out 
accompanied by Lord and Lady New- 
berry, Lord Lambert, &c. He was 


very attentive to her; and even ſhe 


herſelf began to perceive this much- 
wiſhed for preference. This atten- 
tion, which grew more evident every 
day, ſoon reſtored Georgina's health. 


Miſs Melcombe had been ſo ex- 


ceflively frightened during her ill- 
neſs, that ſhe had determined to make 
no more obſervations of any kind; 


though ſhe could not help regreting 


how much entertainment ſhe loſt.— 
L 2 Sir 


WE 


Sir Harry Freeman ſeemed rather at- 
tached to Miſs Melcombe ; but ſhe 
had ridiculed the poor man ſo un- 
mercifully, that he was quite afraid 


of her. 


It now became very painſul to 
Lord Lambert any longer to diſguile 
his attachment for Georgina from her, 
and he determined the firft favour- 
able opportunity to declare himſelf, 
notwithſtanding the great difference 
there was in their ſituations.— His 
affection for her was too powerful to 
admit of conſideration : he had ſome 
time attempted in vain to conquer it, 
but found it impoſſible ; and that his 
future happineſs or mifery was en- 

tirely 
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tirely in the power of the gentle 
Georgina, in whom he had obſerved 
ſo much real refinement, that, if poſ- 
ſible, he was more enamoured with 
her manner than her perſon; and 
was ſo entirely poſſeſſed with the plea- 
ſure and delight that was the reſult 
of his paſſion, that he quite forgot 
the difficulties he had to encounter 
in breaking his engagement with lady 
Jemima. 


What unfortunately added much 
to his uneaſineſs was, that his own 
eſtate was not very large, and it was 
ſo much the deſire of his family, on 
account of her great riches : But all 
theſe difficulties, which at the com- 
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mencement of his paſſion had appear- 
ed quite inſurmountable, wore now a 
different aſpect: his determination 
was fixed, and that unalterably. 


There was ſtill ſomething that had 
never before occurred to him—and 
that was, he had not heard by any 
means, of what family Georgina was; 
that in no converſation whatever had 
this tranſpired. as ST 


He was fome time conſidering who 
was the moſt likely perſon to inform 
him, judging it much better to know 
all theſe neceſſary particulars before 
he mentioned his paſſion to-Georgina: 
At laſt he recolleded Mr. James the 
I dem 


L 
elergyman: as he was ſure to dine 
there the next day being Sunday, he 
determined to take an opportunity 
to make this enquiry ; well knowing 
whatever happened at Lord New- 
berry's, or any of the families in that 
neighbourhood, that he had the firſt 
intelligence of. 


This was the perfon then that 
Lord Lambert thought would of 
courſe know every circumſtance re- 
lative to Georgina's birth, ſituation, 
&c. He could have certainly gained 
this intelligence from' Lord or Lady 
| Newberry, but that he did not wiſh 
for; as he intended begging Geor- 


gina not to name his attachment to 
ET her, 


[ 128 J 


her, as he had not yet done any thing 


towards breaking with Lady Jemi- 


ma Irwin, and conſequently, muſt 
keep the ſecret till that was ſettled: 
thus had he fixed every thing accor- 
ding to his judgment. 


After church was ended, he joined 
Mr. James, and aſked him if he 
would take a ride, as he wiſhed for a 
little converſation with him. Mr, 
James agreeing, they immediately 
got their horſes. Lord Lambert then 
felt a little puzzled how to begin; 
but at laſt ſaid, L ſuppoſe you can in- 
form+me of the pedigree of all the 
vifitors at the caſtle, * Yes, yes, 
anſwered the parſon, - importantly, 

158 « it 
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it would be ftrange indeed if I 
could not.” Lord Lambert then 
talked lightly of the company in ge- 
neral, and then ſaid ; And pray, now. 
we are on the ſubjeQ, who is that Miſs 
Neville ? 0 


Oh! ſaid he, ſhe indeed I can 
ſcarcely tell you. She —and then 
ſignificantly rubbing his chin, is and 
he made a long pauſe, which ſo pro- 
voked Lord Lambert that he called 
out angrily, Is—is- what, fir ! what do 
you mean ? Poor James, who all this 
while had thought of nothing but his 
own ſelf-importance, looked round at: 
Lord Lambert, and ſaw ſo much fire: 
and diſpleaſure in his countenance, 
| that 
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that he did not know in what manner 
to proceed; but Lord Lambert re. 
collecting himſelf, ſoftened a little, and 
faid, Well, James you were ſpeaking 


of Miſs Neville.—I was ſo, continued | 


he, and aſweet girl ſhe is. Yes, return- 
ed Lord Lambert impatiently ; but I 
am dying to know who ſhe is: I think 
it ſo; ſtrange they ſhould never men- 
tion her family. — Why as to that 
there is nothing to boaſt of; and l 
imagine that is the reaſon they bave 
never ſpoke of her. | 


Why, ſays Lord Lambert, do you 
fuppoſe her low born? I cannot tell 
much of her birth, replied Mr. James, 


but I underſtand ' ſhe means to teach 
muſic 
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muſic the guitar I believe; they ſay 
ſhe plays remarkably well.—Good 
God! replied Lord Lambert, how your 
account ſurprizes me; but perhaps ſhe 
has met with misfortunes; for ſurely 
ſo much excellence and beauty could 
not have been born in obſcurity. 
Her education ſo complete, and man- 
ner ſo eaſy, ſo ſenſible, ſo irreſiſtibly 
charming !—I don't, returned Mr, 

James, know any thing more of her ; 
and-it was quite by accident I heard 
what I did—I wiſh, ſaid Lord Lambert, 
you would - enquire the particulars ; 
I ſhould think Miſs Melcombe muſt 
know ; ſhe ſeems to be a great chat- 
terbox—A very excellent thought, 
replied Mr. James; I will certainly 


: 58 get 


1 
get it all out to-day.— Thank you, 
{ſaid Lord Lambert; and they parted, 


Lord Lambert determined to wait 
now till he had gained all the intelli 
gence he wiſhed; the dinner paſſed 
as uſual, Georgina was well, and in 
great ſpirits, Lord Lambert unuſually 
thoughtful, though he wiſhed to con- 
ceal it. When the gentlemen returned 
to the drawing-room, Mr. James got 
cloſe to Miſs Melcombe, and began 
talking on indifferent ſubje&s. Lord 
Lambert took care to be within hear- 
ing ; at length he ſaid, that—* Mils 
Neville is handſome; don't you think 
ſhe is, Miſs Melcombe? but I cannot 
find out who ſhe is. Who ſhe is! 
= ſays 


L } 


ſays Miſs Melcombe, © why, you 
might have concluded if ſhe had been 


of any conſequence you would ſoon 


have heard.” © That's true,” ſays 


he: © is it certain ſhe intends to 
teach muſic ?” © Yes it is,“ repeated 
Miſs Melcombe, ce for her father is 
dead, and ſhe had not a ſhilling, and 
people cannot, you know, live on air, 
eſpecially ſuch a fine lady as ſhe pre- 
tends to be.” © Pray, returned Mr. 
James, do you know who her father 
was?” « Yes, ſaid Miſs Melcombe, my 
maid told me all about her; ſhe 
ſays ſhe is very well born, her father 
was a man of good family, but ſo ex- 
travagant, that he left them all in a 
lad ſituation,” 
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Poor thing, replied Mr. James, I 
am ſorry for her; knowing he was 
within hearing of Loid Lambert. 
O, you may ſave your pity for bct- 
ter occaſions, returned Miſs Mel- 
combe ; when ſhe had the imperti— 
nence to refuſe Sir Robert Reeves! 
— Did ſhe really? ſaid Mr. James. 
Yes, replied Miſs Melcombe; and 
that in the moſt peremptory manner. 
—Well but, ſaid he, how could you 
wiſh ſo fine a girl married to Sir Ro- 
bert ? O! but her ſituation, you 
know ! replied Miſs Melcombe; one 
would have thought ſhe would have 
jumped at the very idea of being a 
lady; but ſo much the reverſe, that 


ſhe quite gave the poor man a ſet- 
down 


E 


down for aſking the queſtion; and 
now ſhe has taken it into her head to 
be in love with Lord Lambert: how 
the wall make that out, I cannot ima- 
gine; but of late I have obſerved he 
has paid her peculiar attention ; and 
yet I cannot ſuppoſe he is in love 
with ſuch an inſignificant girl. Be- 
ſides, you know, he is engaged to 
Lady Jemima.— Aye, true, returned 
Mr. James; it can be nothing bu, 

mere gallantfy to Mils Neville 
Lord! I don't know, for my part, 
continued Miſs Melcombe—ſome 
people are amazingly lucky; and I 
cannot ſay, but 1 think gallantry 
quite out of faſhion; as the men in 
genera] have ſcarce common civility 
M 2 | for 
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for women, much leſs gallantry, — 
O fye!—replied Mr. James; ſuch 
handſome ladies as Miſs Melcombe 
cannot poſſibly have any reaſon to 
ſay that.— Indeed, you are vaſtly mit- 
taken, returned ſhe, ſmiling and with 
a placid countenance. Georgina then 
came up, and the converſation grew 
general, 


CHAP, 


E 
"C2 A P: vv: 
Georgina is much ſurpriſed. 
GEORGINA had now paſſed hi 
fortnight with ſuch eaſe and tranquil- 


lity that ſhe bad quite recovered her 
looks. She rode every day on the 


horſe which Lord Lambert had lent 


her. 


In the mean time Lord Lambert 
was conſidering in what manner he 
ſhould addreſs Georgina, as he meant 


to propoſe a private marriage ; and 


notwithſtanding the great difference 


in their ſtations, her whole deport- 


ment and converſation were ſo re- 
M 3 fined 
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fined and delicate, that he could not 
help fearing ſuch a propoſal might 
alarm and frighten her. — Thus does 
a dignified behaviour ever command 
reſpect.— He, however, determined 
to communicate to her his ſituation 
in regard to Lady Jemima without 
reſerve ; conſidering, that as fhe fully 
merited his love and admiration, ſo 
ſhe was alſo worthy of knowing his 
whole intentions, in fo free and un- 
reſerved a manner as to render what 
he ſhould propoſe agreeable: for he 
well knew her gentle nature would 
ſhrink from any offer or any appear- 
ance that ſhould not be accompanied 
with propriety, He was much plea- 
| fed to find ſhe was well born, 

Thus 
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Thus had he compleatly ſettled 
every thing as he wiſhed : the dith- 
culty now was, to get an opportunity 
of ſpeaking with Georgina alone, as 
Miſs Melcombe feemed perpetually 
on the watch, ſuſpecting ſomething. 
Her curioſity was certainly very great 
about every thing that concerned 
Georgina. 


Lord Lambert waited impatiently 
for near a week: at length tired out, 
he thought of an expedient, which 
was, to flip a note into her hand, in- 
timating that he wiſhed to ſpeak with 
her on buſineſs, if ſhe would do him 
the honour to be in the library at two 
o'clock, Georgina found the note 

in 
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in her hand, and was quite impatient 
to read the contents; but was pre- 
vented a full hour by Miſs Melcombe, 
who never left her. ny 


At length Georgina was determi- 
ned to be by herſelf, and ſaid, Will 
my dear Miſs Melcombe excuſe me, 
if I go and write ſome letters ?—O ! 
certainly, returned Miſs Melcombe ; 
and Georgina flew to her room to 
read the-note upon which her future 
bappineſs ſo much depended. She 
read it over and over again, and was 
both delighted and ſurpriſed, ©** Good 
Heavens! ſaid ſhe to. herſelf, what 
can he poſſibly mean ! not ſurely to 
affront me by any diſhonourable pro- 

| poſal! 


[ 141 | | 
polal! O no! ſaid ſhe again, he 1s 
too good and too amiable ; but then, 
why ſo ſecret ? that carries an air of 
myſtery in it that I cannot account 


for.” 


In this manner was ſhe arguing 
with herſelf, when looking at her 
watch, ſhe found the hour- of ap- 
pointment had arrived. She ſighed, 
trembled, and was going, but turned 
back again, thinking ſo much exaft- 
neſs was almoſt indelicate; and yet 
ſhe could not bear the thoughts of 
keeping him in ſuſpenſe : this idea 
carried her again towards the ſtairs, 
when who ſhould ſhe ſee but Miſs 
Melcombe, who immediately called 

out, 
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out, Well, have you finiſhed theſe Tet- 
ters you were ſo perplexed about ? 


Poor Georgina, who was ready to 
cry at the ſight of her, anſwered, . O 
yes—no, I mean, I was juſt going to 
write one more—Lord, I declare 
I don't think you know. either what 
you ſay or mean lately—you ſeem 
quite loſt, replied Miſs Melcombe; 
but I muſt touch lightly on that ſub- 
je, or we ſhall have you laid up 
again. Georgina who was now pro- 
voked beyond all bearing, ſaid, You 
muſt excuſe me this morning, as 1 


am obliged to write one more letter ; 
any other day it will give me pleaſure 
to attend you, to walk, or any thing 

k y your 
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you like; and then paſſing her quick, 


ſhe run down ſtairs. 


Lord Lambert, who was naturally 
impatient, was walking up and down 
the room with his watch in his hand; 


on her entrance he flew to her, ſay- 


ing, I was afraid the lovely Miſs Ne- 7 


ville held my note in contempt : 
« No indeed, replied Georgina, but 
I could not get away from Miſs Mel- 
combe ; ſhe detained me, or I ſhould 
have been more punttual.” Lord 
Lambert then ſet a chair near the 
fire, and drawing another for him- 
ſelf, he ſaid, He had long wiſhed for 
this happy moment, as he had much 
to ſay to her, He heſitated—-and 
fighing 
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Gghing ſaid, „My dear Miſs Neville 
little thinks what I have ſuffered on 
her account, and what I have yet to 
ſuffer 6n 'my own account.” © My 
lord, repeated Georgina, bluſhing, I 
am very ſorry to have occaſioned 
any;“ and was proceeding, © You 
are ſorry, interrupted Lord Lambert, 
to be ſo charming! is that the caſe ?” 
« I do not underſtand you, my lord, 
continued Georgina; but believe ! 
am wrong in coming here.“ 


. 
a FRY | 


% Ah! why ſhould you think ſo, 
too charming Georgina! repeated 
Lord Lambert; if you knew the tor- 
ture and anxiety J have ſuffered for 

| | you 
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you, your gentle nature muſt at leaſt 


pity me.” 


« Ah, my lord! returned Geor- 
gina, what would my pity avail? you 
cannot”—and ſhe ſtopped. * Can- 
not what? reſumed Lord Lambert; 
I do, and muſt ever adore the charms» 
ing Miſs Neville,” 


She then turned from him, and 
burſt into tears. Good God! ſaid 


Lord Lambert, what can this mean!” 


Land then kneeling took her hand, 


which ſhe endeavoured to withdraw; 
but he ſtill perſiſted in holding it, 
and begged to know in what he had 
been ſo unfortunate as to offend her; 
Vol. I. N ä 
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that it ſhould be the future ſtudy of 
his life to make her happy, as ſhe was 
ſole miſtreſs of his heart. Georgina 
then recovering herſelf, ſaid, © For 
God's ſake riſe, my lord! you don't 


Ekno to how inconfiderable a perſon 


you are kneeling.”—* I vill never 
rife again, returned Lord Lambert, 
till you give me hopes that I am not 
at leaſt hated by you.” 


e Hated! repeated Georgina; too 
cruel Lord Lambert; but I will ſtay 
no longer to ſuffer ſuch indignity!” 
and endeavoured to diſengage her 
hand, which he ſtill detained; and 
then made the moſt folemn proteſta- 
tions, that he never would part from 

| | her, 
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her, till ſhe had acquainted him, in 
what he had been ſo unfortunate as 
to offend her, 


©« You have not offended. me, my 
lord, repeated Georgina ; but how is 
it poſſible you can love two women? 
are not theſe yows you. have waſted 
upon me, the property of Lady Je- 
mima Irwin?“ — She could ſay no 
more; her ſoul was too much oppreſ- 
| fed for utterance, and ſhe was near 
fainting. Lord Lambert ſupported 
her, and when ſhe had recovered ſuffi- 
ciently, he ſaid, « Deareſt Miſs Ne- 
ville, once more I beg you will hear 
me with patience.” Georgina anſwer- 
ed, © How can I liſten to what is in- 
. Ne conſiſ- 
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conſiſtent with honour, prudence and 
juſtice? Are you not the promiſed 
huſband of lady Jemima Irwin? and 
ſhall I draw you from ber? No, my 
lord, I would rather ſupport the mi- 
ſery that muſt follow this refuſal, and 
bide myſelf for ever from the world, 
than be the cruel occaſion of the mi- 
ſery of another. No! reſumed ſhe, 
I cannot reconcile ſuch an action to 
my own conſcience; and whatever 
unhappineſs may be the reſult of this 
determination, you way depend 1 
hall abide by it.” 


Then have you ſealed my miſery 
for ever, too cruel Georgina, return- 


ed Lord Lambert; not even to allow 
" me 
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me the privilege of communicating 
to you the plan I had fixed of re- 
le kling myſelf from Lady Jemima 
for ever. This I am determined up- 
Mi, Neville, the never bad he 
ſmalleſt intereſt in my affeClion ; nor 
do I think, or ſuppoſe Lady Jemima 
will feel much hurt about the matter, 
as ſhe is by na means a woman of 
ſentiment or delicacy ; then why 
ſhould my Georgina heſitate? She 
never can be equally adored by any. 
aher perſon; for no other man will. 
have the opportunity I haye, had of 
examinipg her amiable ſoul, which 
bas fe fixed my affection, that ynleſs 
I meet the return ſo ſincere a paſſion; - 

N3 as 
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as mine muſt merit, I ſhall be un- 


happy, and that for ever.” 
| | : * 


Hie then walked up and down the 
room in a ſeeming agony; and Geor- 
gina, divided between love for Lord 
Lambert, and Juſtice to lady Jemima, 
was ſcarcely in her ſenſes. 


She at laſt recovered herſelf ſuſhi. 
ciently to perceive, that Lord Lam- 
bert's looks were uncommonly agi- 
tated, and that it was neceſſary to 
ſoothe him; She accordingly began 
by faying, What is it that Lord 
Lambert would wiſh of the unfortu- 
nate Georgina? can ſhe ſay more 
| _ * ＋T han what repeated Lord 
* Lambert 


1 


Lambert vehemently; nothing leſs 


than knowing I am poſſeſſed of your 


heart can eaſe my tortured ſoul !'— - 


and coming up, he again, kneeling, 
ſeized her hand; and, looking in her 
face, all amiable as he was, he read 
in the intelligent eyes of Georgina, 
that ſhe was no longer proof againſt 
his paſſion, This opportunity, then, 


Lord Lambert would not let flip of 


obtaining her promiſe, which ſhe in 
fat had no longer any deſire of with- 
holding from him. 


Thus ſettled, there was a mutual 
promiſe of eternal love ; and Geor- 
gina conſented to be his the moment 
he and Jady Jemima had given up 

all 


| 


f 
all claim to each other. And now 
that happineſs was ſo fully poſſeſſed 
by theſe charming people, the diff. 
culty was, to keep this happineſs a ſe. 
cret, particularly from the prying 
eyes of Miſs Melcombe. 


E 
CHAP. XV. 


A curious Converſation between Lady 
Jemima Irwin, and her Maid. 


Lavy Jemima Irwin was the only 
daughter and ſole heireſs of the Earl 


of ——; ſhe was now in her nine- 
teenth year: Her father had been 


dead about fourteen months; ſhe had 
always been encouraged in vanity 


and every other folly that was natu- 
ral to her diſpoſition, to ſo great a 
degree, that it rendered her an object 


of ridicule to her own fex, and laid 


her open to the ſnares that are too 


commonly practiſed by the bad part 


of the other: for there was nothing 


more 
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more neceſſary to gain the heart of 
Lady Jemima, than that of idolizing 
her perſon; as ſhe could liſten to the 
moſt common and grols flattery, and 
that even from people much beneath 


her. 


She was by no means either hand- 
ſome or à good figure, but had been 
fo expoſed to the flattery of ſervants 
and dependants, that ſhe really 
thought herſelf a model of perfection. 
This idea was ſo prevalent, that ſhe 
rendered herſelf the moſt contempti- 
ble of beings. 


Such was the deſtined wife of the 
all accompliſhed Lord Lambert. 
Lady 
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Lady jemima's father had choſen for 
her guardians, Mr. Preſton, a man of 
ſome fortune, and Mr. Neſbit, a mer- 
chant of great property Mr. Preſton 
had one ſon a very well looking young 
man. The other guardian had no 
children, Lady Jemima had alſo a 
young lady with her, that ſhe took as 
a companion and friend, that had met 
with misfortunes, a Miſs Saunderſon, 
who by the flattery ſhe loaded Lady 
Jemima with, did not add a little to 
| her vanity ; which artifice ſhe made 
uſe of to keep her in good humour, 
and in fact to ſecure W own wann 
deſirable * 
n Jena er ”_ on 
being 
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being remarkable in her dreſs; fan- 
cying, that to be elegant, ſhe ought 
to be particular ; for which purpoſe 
ſhe had got a little F rench woman, as 
a maid, that almoſt rivalled Miſs 
Saunderſon, ſhe was ſuch an adept in 
the art of flattery. 


Lady - Jemima never got up until 

it was very late; and her little maid 
the moment ſhe entered the dreſſing 

| room, began with—“ Vell, to be ſure 
my ladi be miore charming every day; 
I am ſure der vill not be nobody fo 
handſome at de drawing-room as my 
Ladi, ſo much de air, and de grace; ; 
vell, I vill ſay dat, 1 never tink of de 
truble to dreſs ſuch ladi as mine.“ O 
* 


1 

dear Fanchon, returned the delighted 
Lady Jemima, I am ſure whatever 
little perſonal merit I may have, I 
owe entirely to your elegant ſtyle of 

dreſſing me.“ © Vi to be ſure, mi ladi, 
de poor Fanchon do do de beſt dat 
ever ſhe can, for make mi ladi to look 
like de great beauty; for to be ſure 
de ladi vant de maid, as much as de 
maid vant de ladi; but den mi ladi be 
ſo good, and ſo genrus, dat Fanchon 
do not grudge di truble ſhe have, nor 
de pain; ſhe always ſtudying for mi 
ladi to look ſo vell.”—* So you are, 
indeed, returned Lady Jemima; 1 
am, I know, greatly im your debt for 
your care about my dreſs ; but I will 
make it up to you.” O! tank you, 

on l. 0 13 
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mi ladi, you are ſo good, ſaid Fan- 
chon, dropping a curtſey.“ „O no, 
indeed, cried Lady Jemima; give me 
down that blue ſatin, I think I ſhall 
not wear it again, it will make you a 
pretty gown.” „O very pretty in- 
deed, mi ladi, I ſhall be ſo fine dat mi 
ladi vill not know her little maid 


Fanchon again.” 


« O but Fanchon, ſays Lady Jemi- 
ma, was not you to fancy me a new 
head dreſs?” “O to be ſure, mi la- 
di, returned Fanchon ; did you tink 
you vas to vate for dat? no, no, dat 
have been done before mi ladi did 
vate.“ Well to be ſure, ſays Lady 


Jemima, you are the very beſt little 
| | crea- 
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creature that ever was in the world, 
quite a treaſure to me; I would not 
part with you. for any thing,” © O 
but mi ladi poor Fanchon do tremble 
about dat, ven you be married to dat 
Lord Lambert; for he do not like 
poor Fanchon at all. He do look 
at me, mi ladi, like tunder; and von 
day he ſay, vat dat nonſenſe you be 
making for Lady Jemima? ſhe ſhall 
not dreſs ſo like fool ven ſhe be my 
viſe: Ah! continued ſhe, I often do 
 viſh, mi ladi, not to have dat ilI-na- 


tured lord,” 


« Well, Fanchon, ſays Lady Jemi- 
ma, I am not ſure I ſhall, I can tell 
you, unleſs he mends his manners; 

0 for 


1 
for J have heard nothing from him 1 
don't know when; and I think with 
my fortune, I had a right to expect 
better treatment.” „O indeed, mi la- 
di, it is quite ſhame for mi lord to be- 
bave ſo; indeed I hope mi ladi vill 
not have him; ſhe ſhould marry dem 
dat are more fond indeed: I am not 
at all for dat lord.“ „ Well, but 
Fanchon, reſumed Lady Jemima, I 
am ſure you will allow Lord Lam- 
bert to be extremely handſome.” 
«Oyes, to be ſure, mi ladi, I cannot 
ſay dat if he was not ſo very crols, 
dat his eyes are de moſt fine dat ever 
I ſee; but ſtill for all dat, he always 
frighten me out of my ſenſe when I 


look at him,” O that's becauſe you 
fancy 
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fancy he does not like you, that's all; 
but to be ſure, he is very queer; for 
he ſcarce takes any notice of me 
when he does come, and that's but 
ſeldom.” „O mi ladi, he does not 
indeed take de notice ſuch a hand- 
ſome, rich ladi, as you do deſerve; 
for my part, I ſhould not be pleaſed 
with no ſuch cold lover ; der is young 
Mr. Preſton, he does adore mi ladi 
ſo, noting can be like it; O if you 
did but hear what fine tings he does 
ſay, I am ſure you would like him, 
and tink no more of dat der naſty 


croſs lord.“ 


Thus was ſhe talking away, when 
in came Miſs Saunderſon ; * Lord 
O 3 bleſs 
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bleſs me! ſays ſhe, do you know, 
Lady Jemima, it 1s near two o'clock ; 
you will be late at court.” “S0 J 
ſhall, indeed,” ſays lady Jemima.— 
Lord! mi ladi, what do dat ſignify, 
ſays Fanchon, if mi ladi is admire, 
dat is enough; it do not ſignify to 
ſtand periſhing der all day; for my 
part I tink it is much de beſt to curt- 
ſey in and curtſey out, and ſhow de 
importance mi ladi is of, by not ſtay- 
ing long in a place.“ A good idea, 
Fanchon, ſays Lady Jemima; I be- 
lieve I ſhall begin to think more of 
myſelf than I have done.“ OO in- 
deed, mi ladi, der is noting like it in 
de vorld, for de men in dis place 
would tread on de yomen widout dey 

5 take 


T 
take up a bit of a ſpirit.“ „“ Well, 
ſays Miſs Saunderſon, it is quite 
time you ſhould be gone; it is three 
o'clock.” * How do you like mi 
ladi? Is ſhe not very vell dreſs?” 
« O beautifully, indeed, returned 
Miſs Saunderſon, I never faw her 
look fo handſome.” © Yes, yes; ſhe 
do look like ſome ting: indeed mi 
lady is quite de ting,” replied Fan- 
chon. 1 am glad of it, ſays lady 
Jemima ; I hope to do ſome execu- 


tion to- day: — and away ſhe tripped 
to her chair, quite in ſpirits at the 
flattery ſhe had received. 


CHAP, 
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Lord. Abi 8 family leave the 
7 1 Country. 


Lo RD Lambert and Georgina 
were now endeavouring to get a 
moment to themſelves, free from the 
obſervation of the prying Miſs Mel- 
ande as ſhe was ever on the watch, 
It was but ſeldom they: could manage 
it; for ſhe ſuſpected ſomething on 
account of the great change ſhe ob- 
ſerved in the ſpirits of Georgina. 
They might have enjoyed each 
other's company whenever they plea- 
Ted, had i it not been for her ; ſhe was 
fo extremely envious at the attention 


ſhe 


. 
ſhe could not but perceive Lord 
Lambert paid Georgina, that ſhe 
never quitted her; concluding that 
to be the moſt effeQual means of 
preventing any meeting they might 


intend. 


Georgina had taken particular 
care in her letters to Mrs. Haines, 
not to hint a word of Lord Lambert's 
attachment to her, as he had particu- 
larly requeſted her not to mention it 
to any perſon whatever; as he wiſhed 
to finiſh the affair with Lady Jemima 
in as quiet a manner as he could; 
for their engagement being known 
to the world, rendered delicacy ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. It was on this 

account 
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account they were obliged to uſe ſo 
much caution, to eſcape the obſerva- 
tion of Miſs Melcombe; but all their 
caution was to little purpoſe, for ſhe 
had had ſtrong ſuſpicions, and that 
was ſufficient to ſet her on enquiring 
of Lady Newberry what ſhe knew 
of the matter. 


Lady Newberry was quite aſtoniſh- 
ed at Miſs Melcombe's obſervation; 
for ſhe declared ſhe did not ſee any 
thing like love between them; “and 
returned ſhe, you know very well 
Lord Lambert is engaged ; ſo that of 
conſequence your ſuſpicions muſt be 
quite of your own fabrication ; be. 
tides which, I am ſure, replied Lady 
| New- 


. 
Newberry, that Georgina could not 
have kept the ſecret from me.“ « 0 
lord, returned Miſs Melcombe, you 
are quite miſtaken ; I aſſure you ſne 
is very artful; all theſe ſimpering de- 
mure people are ſo; they can keep 
ſecrets much better than ſuch rattles 
as me,” © Well, that may be true 
enough, replied Lady Newberry ; but 


1 ſhall not trouble myſelf with any 


thing of the kind; for we are going 
to town, and Georgina is then to be 
under the protection of her friend 
Mrs. Haines, and that is all very 
well; I ſhall then give up my charge 
to ber, and that will be quite ſuffici- 
ent. I cannot enter into the particu- 
lars of people's attachments ; let Mrs. 

= Haines 
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Haines, find. it out, if ſhe will; I ſhall 
not name ſuch a thing, I can aſſure 
| you, as. it might be an injury to Lord 
Lambert with Lady Jemima Irwin.” 
* O, ſays Miſs Melcombe; as to that, 
Jam quite certain that Lord Lam 
bert never did like Lady Jemima; 
he always appeared to treat her with 
contempt ; only ſne was ſuch a fool 
as not to ſee it, tho it was ſo apparent 
to every body but herſelf; You may 
however ſay what you pleaſe Lady 
Newberry, continued Miſs. Mel- 
combe, yet I am quite ſure that Lord 
Lambert and Ccorgina like one ano- 
her. I know I have plagued them 

_ charmingly, by keeping ſo much with 
Georgina, for which ſhe deteſts me; 
„„ but 
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but I don't mind that ; for Lady Je- 
mima is my old acquaintance, and on 
chat account I have taken ſo much 
pains to find them out. It was only 
yeſterday that 1 faid to Georgina, if 
ſhe had no objeQion we would take 
a walk together, and ſhe anſwered 
rather pcevifhly, That ſhe was much 
_ obliged to me, but begged to be ex- 
cuſed, ſaying ſhe had ſome little pre. 
parations to make for the journey 
that would confine her for the whole 


morning; inſtead of which, ſhe was 


walking, as ſhe thought quite ſnug 


and unperceived, cloſe by the garden- 
wall with Lord Lambert, 1 longed 
to hear what they ſaid, but that was 
impoſſible ; they ſpoke ſo uncommon. 
'Vor. I, P ly 
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ly low; but I plainly. heard Lord 
Lambert call her Georgina, | which 
proves they are pretty intimate. 
« Very true, indeed, returned Lady 
Newberry ; you quite ſurpriſe, me, I 
could not have thought Mils Neville 
fo deceitful,” © Well, I am glad you 
are convinced now, that your great 
Favorite is not all perfection,“ replied 
Mils Melcombe with a ſneer. © I 
don't know any body that is perfect 
any more than Georgina, returned 
Lady Newberry ; but Lown I thought 
her diſpoſition was remarkably undiſ- 
guiled; and I cannot yet think her 
much to Blame: wit is impoſſible to 


know her reaſons for this behaviour; 
| and 
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and I am determined not to interfere, 
as we leave this place ſo ſoon; beſides, 
IT am well convinced, that Georgina's 
good underſtanding and ſenſe of pro- 
priety, will prevent her-doing what is 
wrong.“ 1790 


„ Well, ſays Miſs Melcombe, it is 
a charming thing to be handſome; it 
makes ſo many friends, one cannot 
err; I am ſure, if it were me that went 
privately to meet any man, I ſhould 
be finely talked of. I don't imagine 
any body would be kind enough to 
make ſuch excuſes ſor me; but I am 
determined Lady Jemima-ſhall know 
all about it; for I muſt alfow, I think 
her very ill uſed by Lord Lambert; 
| TK and 
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and though ſhe cannot boaſt as much 
beauty as Miſs Neville, yet her great 
fortune, added to her conſequence, 
ought at leaſt to command ſome re- 
ſpett for her. I fancy his lordſhip 
wilt have no objedtion to the finger- 
ing the hundred thouſand pound; 
thougli he pays ſo liule attention to 
the lady herſelf,” - 


Why, ke cannot at any rate mar- 
ry both the ladies, replied Lady Neu- 
berry; ſo that if he fingers the money, 
as you call it, he mult alſo take the 
lady, and give up Georgina intirely.“ 
Why yes, returned Miſs Melcombe; 
1 cannot imagine he will be ſuch a 
fool to give ** a hundred thouſand 


1 * 
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pound for her pretty face; but 1 
really think Lady Jemima ought to 
know of his behaviour, as it muſt cer- 
tainly be material to her.” © Tho- 
it be only a matter of converſation to 
us, ſtill I muſt own, I think her quite 
ſecure againſt receiving any ill uſage 
from Lord Lambert, replied Lady 
Newberry ; as I know him to be a 
moſt amiable yourg man; on which 
account, if I might take the liberty 
of adviſing Miſs Melcombe, it would 
be that ſhe would not interfere be- 
tween them. » « Ol as to that, ſays 
Miſs Melco:pbe, I don't imagine La- 
a/ Jemima will break ber heart about 
the matter ; with her fortune the need 
not fear lovers: they will Tife like 

is 1 3 muſh- 
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muſhrooms, J will anſver for that, 
when ſhe comes of age.” 


« Not ſuch men as Lord Lambert 
though, ſays Lady Newberry laugh- 
ing; they are not quite ſo plenty.“ 
2 Why, to be ſure, he is extremely 
handſome, too much ſo, I think, to 
throw himſelf away upon Georgina 
Neville. without a ſhilling in the 
world.“ Well, come you muſt not 
be ſo ſarcaſtical, Miſs Melcombe, ſays 
Lady Newberry ; 1affure you, Geor- 
gina always ſpeaks of you with the 
greateſt good- nature. 4 0, I don't 


think there's any merit in that, ſays | 
Mils Melcombe; "the is cunning 


enough to know that the way to make 
| —_ 
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friends is to have no opinion about 
any body; at leaſt, that is to their 
diſadvantage,” 29 

« You are quite in an error, re- 
plied Lady Newberry, about that ; 
for I think Georgina remarkably apt 
to ſpeak her real ſentiments about. 
moſt things.” „ Well, if ſhe is ſo 
undiſguiſed a character, replied Miſs 


Melcombe, we have nothing to do 
but begin queſtioning her, and we 


ſhall hear the converſation that paſſed 

between her and Lord Lambert yeſ- 
terday morning.” © O, as to love 
affairs, returned Lady Newberry, that 
is quite a different caſe ; how would 
you like ſuch an enquiry 100 r A to 
PE me, 
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me, replied Miſs Melcombe, I do 
nothing dark, or that I am aſhamed 
of, and of courſe do not fear any 
enquiry,” * So much the better for 
you, fays Lady Newberry ; but then 
you ſhould be a little merciful to 
thoſe that are not quite fo good as 
yourſelf.” « Well, 1. don't | care 
about it, I -am ſure, ſays Miſs Mel- 
combe; for if he marries neither of 
them, he will not have me, nor do I 
wiſh- him; for with all his beauty, 
be would not hit my taſte by any 
means. « Well then, ſays Lady 
N e that being the caſe, I can- 
not ſee why you ſhould intereſt your- 
felf ſo much about who he marries.“ 
The dinner. bell now prevented any 
further converſation, 


£ 
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CHAP. XVII. 


An intereſting Conver ſation Between 
Mr. Preſton and his Son. 


Mx. Preſton was a+ man of ver 
low education; he had given his fon 
a good one, being very deſirous that 
he ſhould. become, as he called itz 
a. great man. He was, one. of, the 
guardians of. Lady Jemima, and was 
very anxious that his. ſon. ſhould be 
married to ber, that he might make 
a figure with her money; as he did 
not wiſh} to part with much of his 
own. U 

The ſon was a good-humoured 

pleaſant 


1 
pleaſant young man, and rather hand- 
ſome. Lady [Jemima would not have 
been his choice by any means, but 
he conſidered her great riches. would 
Certainly make amends for all her 
defects. The father was ever teazing 
him about her, and ſending him there 
eternally ; for he had cunning enough 
to find out that Lady Jemima was 
by no means beloved by Lord Lam- 
bert; and that if he could in his 
abſence get his ſon into favour, the 
buſineſs would be ſoon compleated: 
beſides, the world in general ſuppo- 
fing Lady Jemima engaged to Lord 
Lambert, prevented other ſuitors, 
and made this opportunity the more 


. favourable. 
| All 
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All theſe conſiderations made him 
continually urge his ſon to follow 
Lady Jemima, and not leave a day 
without paying her a viſit; beſides 
which, he was for ever ſending for 
her to dine vith them. The un- 
ſuſpecting Lady Jemima was quite 
unconſcious of the art that was prae- 
tifing upon her, and was pleaſed with 
flattery, let it come from where it 


would. She was to dine with them 


as on this day; and Mrt: Preſton 
grew very anxious, as he knew” the 
time drew near for Lord Lambert's 
return to town. He came in and 
began as uſual, bawlin g. « Where's 
Tom, I * 5 * Where's Tom? 

Why, 
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Why, Lady Jemima's to dine here, 
and I cannot find the young dog” 


At length down came young Mr. 
Preſton, ſaying, What did you 
want with me, Sir?“ “ Want! why I 
want you to dreſs yourſelf, to be ſure, 
and look as handſome as ever you 
can, to pleaſe Lady Jemima; I ſpare 
no coſt, I am ſure about it, giving 
duch expenſve dinners; I ſhall be 
ruined, if it does not ſucceed. I am 
ſure, Tom, you ought to make haſte; 
and here is that handſome Lord Lam- 
bert coming to town now; and as I 
| lay, as ſure as a gun, if you don't 
make hay while the ſun ſhines, you 


will be outwitted.“ * don't care, 
if 


2 3 


it I am, returned young Preſton; for 1 
ſhould never have given her athought, 
if you had not put it in my head, I 
am ſure : So, that as to the expence, 
Sir, I am ſorry you ſhould name it to 
me, as it is all your own fault.” — 
« Well, come Tom, all I ſay is this, 


that if you know how to make the 


moſt of yourſelf, as other young men 


do ; why, as I ſaid before, you may 
get her; but if not, why ſhe will 
certainly {lip through your. fingers.” 
« I don't care where ſhe ſlips, ſays 
young Preſton, for I am ſure 1 would 
ſee her at the devil before I would 


have her, if it were not for her for. 


tune.” Well, Tom, now you are 


my own ſon, my boy, clapping him 
Vor. I. | | 2 On 
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on the back ; I would not give a ſtraw 
for you, if you was ſuch a fool as to 
loſe ſo charming an opportunity of 
bettering yourſelf; beſides, ſhe is ſuch 
a fool, that you will have all her mo. 
ney to do as you pleaſe with.” * One } 
had need to be well paid for marry- 1 


ing ſo diſagreeable a woman as lady 
Jemima,” replied young Preſton, 
While they were jarring in this 
way, there came a note from lady Je- 
mima to ſay, ſhe was forry ſhe was 
prevented the pleaſure of dining with 
them that day, as Lord Lambert was 
come to town, and wiſhed to pay his 
reſpects to her. This threw the old 
gentleman almoſt beſide himſelf, he 


was 


11 
was ſo angry. Well, there's for you, 
ſon! ſays he, here is a fine kettle of 
fiſh! here is all my good dinner dreſſ- 


ed for nothing but ourſelves alone !” 


« So much the better, ſays young Mr. 


Preſton ;—I am ſure I am not the 


leaſt diſappointed.”——* If you are 
not, I am, returned the father quite 
in a paſſion; if you paid for it, I 


warrant you would tell another ſtory ; 


but I am determined I won't be a 
loſer, for I will make the dinner laſt 


for this week to come.” © Well, it 


is all your own fault, Sir; for yon 
know I was always averſe from ha- 
ving any thing to ſay to lady Jemimas, 
and for my part, I think it was beha- 
ving very diſhonourable to lord Lam- 
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bert, as he was engaged to her; and 

1 am ſure it was far from my wiſh to 


diſappoint him.” 


« Why, you are a coxcomb and a 
jack. aſs, I tell you; the fellow hates 
her; why, I faw it with half an eye; 


and if you had a grain of ſenſe in 


your pate, you would have carried 
her off before this time : But you are 
ſuch a ſimpleton, that you never paid 
her any compliments, ſo you have 
miſſed her. Why, I warrant I would 


have got her myſelf, old as I am, if 1 


had tried ; why, 1 would have gone 
cloſe up to her, and ſighed and ſaid, 
J could not live but in ſight of her 
bright eyes, and then I'd have faid, 

that 
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her.” Why, I did flatter her till 
I loſt my breath almoſt, ſays young 


my life, I never ſaw two ſuch boiled 


(aw JÞ 
that her ſkin was tranſparent, and her 
mouth ſurrounded with Cupid's darts, 
and that her teeth were white as ivo- 
ry ; and I will warrant I had met with 
ſucceſs; but you, I ſuppole, ſat like a 
ſimple Simon and ſaid nothing, though 
you know very well—that ſhe cannot 
bear any body that does not flatter 
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Preſton, though to be ſure I did not 
tell her her eyes were bright, for in 


i 
* 
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gooſberries: I don't know what you 
would have, but to pleaſe you, I went. 
and gave her French trull of a maid 
two guineas, and I am ſure you ne- 
ver will pay for that, beſides ſpending 
6, = my 
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my time there when I might have 
been amuſing myſelf ſo much better.“ 
« No, I will be hanged if I do; I 
think 1 have had expence enough 
with the dinners, ſays the old gentle- 
man; let's ſee, this is the eighth din- 
ner I have given for her; but ſhe 
ſhall be pure hungry when I give her 
another.” © I am ſure, replied 
young Mr. Preſton, I regret my time 
as much as you can your dinners.” 
« Ah! ſays the father, I cannot ſee 
how your time could be better ſpent 
than in trying to get ſo great a for- 


tune. 


While jarring they were much ſur- 
* by a violent knock at the 


door; 


55 
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door; and Who ſhould fail in, but 


Lady Jemima herſelf. Lord! how 
do you do, Mr. Preſton, ſays ſhe; are 


you not ſurpriz'd to ſee me?” « Why. 


bl 


to be ſure, after your meſſage ;” try- 
ing to compoſe his muſcles from the 
ill humour he had juſt been in.— 
e Well, do you know,. continued 
Lady Jemima, that my little F rench 


woman Fanchon would not let me 


diſappoint you for Lord Lambert; 


ſhe quite hates him. I don't know 
what he has done to offend her.” 
e Well, ſays the old gentleman brid- 


ling up, I am ſure we are very much 


obliged to her: ſon, did you ever ſee 


Lady Jemima look ſo handſome? I 


declare I never did?“ Lady Jemi- 
ma, 
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ma, replied young Mr. Preſton, does 
indeed look enchantingly well:“ « O 
you are a ſad rogue, ſays ſhe, you are 
always making me compliments.“ 


The dinner was now. ſerved up, which 


prevented any further converſation, 
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Georgina is much worried, and at a 
Loſs how to att. | 

j 
Grorcina now finds herſelf 
again in town with her friend Mrs. 
Haines, who received her with real 
eſteem and friendſhip. Georgina 
felt extremely hurt, that ſhe had it 
not in her power openly to tell Mrs. 
Haines of the mutual attachment be- 
tween Lord Lambert and herſelf ; 
but this was quite impoſſible, as ſhe 
had given her word to him that ſhe 
would not; and as Lord Lambert 
was to her more than the whole world 
beſide, ſhe concluded that this un- 


avoid- 
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avoidable duplicity, when it came to 
be known, would be forgiven both 
by Lady Newberry and Mrs. Haines; 
at leaſt ſne determined to run the 
hazard of it. 


Lady Newberry had deſired that 
Georgina would divide her time with 
her and Mrs. Haines; ; for notwith- 
ſtanding all the trouble Miſs Mel- 
combe had taken to hurt ber in Lady 
| Newberry's eſteem, ſhe had been 
quite unſucceſsful, as Lady Newberry 
was of too amiable a diſpoſition to 
give her friendſhip and then with- 
draw it, without very ſubſtantial rea- 
ſons for ſo doing: added to which, 
ſhe n in the Uſpoktion of 

Geor- 
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Georgina much real ſenſibility, joined 
to ſo good a heart, that had ſhe been 
over perſuaded by Miſs Melcombe 
to give her up, ſhe believed the loſs 
would be her own. She alſo deter- 


mined to keep Georgina's ſecret, 


concerning Lord Lambert; kindly 
concluding her reaſons for ſecreſy, 
to be both neceſſary and proper ; 
ſo great an opinion had ſhe of her 
young friend. Georgina now was 
much perplexed how to contrive 
ſome plan through which ſhe might 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing and con- 
verſing with Lord Lambert, unknown 
to Mrs. Haines; for he was now ſo 


extremely dear to her, that even pro- 
priety loſt its influence, when over- 


balanced 


L. agn J 
balanced by the pleaſure of ſeeing 
and converſing with him. 


She now began to feel the change, 


for though ſhe had difficulties on 
account of Miſs Melcombe's great 
curioſity while at Lady Newberry's, 
yet as they were in the ſame houſe, 
they of courſe found opportunities 
that were by. no means poſſible in 
her preſent ſituation ; and when they 
were together ſo entirely were they 
poſſeſſed with their preſent happinels, 
that it prevented their paying atten- 
tion enough to conſider any plan of 
ſeeing; one another when in town, 
She knew Lord Lambert's intention 
was to ſettle every thing with as much 
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pfopriety as the caſe would admit 
with Lady Jemima. She therefore 
began to think ſhe muſt wait the 
reſult of that, before ſhe could expect 
this much wiſhed-for happineſs. 


Georgina was engaged this day 
to dine with Lady Newberry, but 
was not informed that Lord Lambert 


was alſo invited. She went, and 


was both ſurpriſed and pleaſed, when 
ſhe heard he was expected; he arri- 
ved at the moment Lady Newberry 
was mentioning him—Georgina felt 
berſelf glow with pleaſure at his en- 
trance; bis looks were ſo full of 
expreſſion, that ſhe could plainly 
perceive he had ſomething he wiſhed. 
Vor. I. R for 
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for an opportunity of communicating 
to her. He ſeemed anxious and 
reſtleſs; at laſt coming cloſe up to 
Georgina, he took hold of her hand, 
at the ſame time preſſing a paper that 
he had put into it, as a caution to her 
not to drop it. He then ſaid care- 
| lefsly, „ and how does Miſs Neville 
find town agree with her?“ Lady 
Newberry, who was aware of their 
mutual affeQion, ſaw this little ma- 
nagement of Lord Lambert's, but 
took no notice of it to Georgina. 


In the courſe of the, dinner Lord 
Newberry enquired of Lord Lam- 
bert when his match was to take place 
with Lady Jemima Irwin? Lord 

4s | Lam- 


L 198 | 
Lambert reddened, and anſwered, he 
could not tell; but that at preſent it 


was not in a very fair way, as he was 
in hope that her lady ſhip in his ab- 
ſence had got a lover ſhe preferred 
to him. In hope, repeated Lord 
Newberry !—Yes, my lord, returned 
Lord Lambert; I am in hope ſhe. 
has: as I am not the leaſt anxious 
for the honour of her hand, I ſhould 
be much better pleaſed at her re- 
nouncing me, than for me to have the 
unpleaſant taſk of letting her know 
I relinquiſh for ever the preference 
ſhe once honoured me with, and any 
future title ta her perſon or fortune. 
Are you ſerious then? returned Lord 
Newberry.—Perfedly and unalter- 
R 2 ably; 


[9996 |] 
* ably 3 but, reſumed he, I ſhall be 
much obliged to you for the preſent 
to ſpare me, and a ſhort time will make 


- known my reaſons to you and to the 
world in general. —Lard Newberry 
ſaid no more on the ſubjett. Lady 
Newberry looked ſignificantly at 
Georgina, who in the courſe of this 
converſation was evidently affected: | 
She wiſhed much to comprehend what 
Lord Lambert could: mean, when he 
ſaid he hoped Lady Jemima had 
another lover. She endeavoured to 
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read in his expreſſive countenance 
what he could not openly communi- 
cate; but found the more obſerva- 
tion ſhe made, the leſs ſhe could 
conclude'; and at laſt ſhe determined 
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to be as eaſy as ſo diſtreſſing a ſituation 
would permit. She was fearful Mrs. 
Haines would ſuſpect fomething, as 
ſhe muſt have obſerved her to be 
frequently grave, and different to 
what ſhe uſed to be. 


In this anxious ſtate of mind, 
Georgina was far from enjoying the 
happineſs ſhe otherwiſe would have 
done in the ſociety of ſo kind a friend. 
She wiſhed much to be at home, that 
ſhe might have an opportunity of 
reading the note Lord Lambert had 
put into her hand. She ſaw he was 
zroubled, which made her apprehend 
that ſome new fear had ariſen in bjs 
mind ſince their laſt interview ; ang 
4 Dm nn 
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concluded the note would explain 
what ſhe ſo much ſuſpeRted. 

„ut length Mrs. Haines' ſervant 
arrived, and Georgina took her 
leave: The moment ſhe entered the 
door, ſhe flew to her room to read 
the note: anxiety fo poſſeſſed her, 
that ſhe entirely forgot even to en- 
quire whether Mrs. Haines was at 
home; and immediately tearing open 
the note, ſhe found the contents as 


follows: ; 


- 


My dear Miſs Neville, 
„Wu r I have to communicate to 
* you, and conſult you about, can- 
« not be done by any other means 


4 


99% hog is = - than 


L 9 
than that of our ſeeing one aho- 
ther. It is impoſſible for me to 
deſcribe my preſent uneaſy ſitua- 
tion; let it ſuffice to ſay, that my 
future happineſs or miſery depends 
wholly upon my adored Geor- 
gina's conſenting to the plan I 
have fixed upon fince I faw her 
laſt; ſhe cannot, nay, ſhe will not 
refuſe; or why did ſhe allow me 


* any conſequence in her eyes? Re- 


c«c 


ever, | 
tc. Your moſt devoted and 


member, O! moſt charming of 


women, that by refuſing this re- 
queſt, you render miſerable for 


{ 


% conſtant humble ſervant, 
« LAMBERT.” 


0 P. Is 
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* P. S. You need not apprehend 


a diſcovery, as I have lettled every 
thing; and there is no other me- 


thod of our conſulting; for God's 


ſake, do not let falle delicacy pre- 


vent my Georgina from keeping 


this appointment, if ſhe has any 
* value for the man that adores her : 


it is but once I aſk it; as this 
meeting will be final—my plan be- 
ing now fixed for our future haps 
pineſs; and your approbation is 
all that's wanting. 


AM 


1 a 17 


Georgina read this note many 


times over; ſhe found ſo much deter- 
mination in Lord Lambert, that it 
almoſt frightened her, Good Heaven! 


. EX - 
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exclaimed ſhe, what can he mean or 


defire ? if he knew how wretched he 


now makes me, he would not write 


in ſo arbitrary a manner; and again, 
continued the / perplexed Georgina, 


if he had wrote in a leſs poſitive way, 
his requeſt would certainly have met 


with a refuſal ; but he has now from 


bis manner of writing, rendered it ſo 
much a matter of neceſſity, that I 


even wiſh for the time as much as he 
can himſelf. ' She then again opened 
the note, and found there was'three 
days of the time to come: Good 
Heavens! continued ſhe, how can 


the miſerable Georgina live three 


days in ſuch a ſuſpence as this? 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Haines was now much ſur- 
priſed that Georgina had not either 
been into her room, or even en- 
quired whether ſhe was up or not; ſhe 
felt rather hurt at her want of atten- 
tion, but concluded ſhe would go to 
her room, naturally ſuppoſing ſhe 
might not be quite well; ſhe accor- 
dingly went, and found Georgina ſo 
much loſt in thought, thatſhe neither 
heard or ſa Mrs. Haines for ſome 
moments. At length ſhe faid, 
«Good God! I beg yaur pardon, 
madam, I declare I did not ſee you 
at firſt. You were abſent, indeed, 
replied Mrs. Haines. I rather ex- 
pected Miſs Neville would have in- 
formed me, how ſhe bad ſpent the 

3 day. 


1 


day, and not have run away to her 


room.” * Indeed, my dear Mrs. 
Haines, replied Georgina, I cannot 
ſay I am by any means well ; I have 
a very ſevere head-ache, which was 
the reaſon of. my apparent want of 
attention ; but I flatter myſelf, my 
kind friend is too well convinced of 


the reality of: my affection, for her 


to require any further proof.“ Geor- 


gina then took the hand of her amia- 


ble friend, and ſaid, © I know my dear 


Mrs. Haines will. forgive a: ſeeming” 


want of reſpe@, as ſhe may depend, 
that as long as Georgina exiſts, ſhe 
will ever both feel and remember the 
many friendſhips ſhe has experienced 
from her.” O! | huſh, returned 
| Mrs, 


. 
1 170 


as 1} 
Mrs. Haines ! I will not hear another 
word mentioned of my trifling friend- 
ſhips, as you have much overpaid me 
by the pleaſure I have received from 
your ſociety. But will my Georgina 
forgive me, if I ſay, I cannot help 
thinking her altered ſince ſhe has been 
at Lady Newberry's ? ſhe. is grave, 
and ſeems engroſſed by ſomething 
that preys upon her ſpirits; and I am 
fearful will in time, endanger her 
health. I muſt own, I have long 
wiſhed for a fayourable opportunity 
of naming it; and at the ſame time 
declare, that whatever it may be, if 
my Georgina will have ſufficient con- 
| fidence in me to truſt her ſecret, ſhe 
may depend it will remain as, ſaſe as 
5 with 
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vith herſelf; and that any friendſhip. 
in my power is entirely at her com- 


mand.” 


| Georgina was ſo overcome by the 
exceſlive kindneſs of Mrs Haines 
that ſhe was very near diſcovering her 
real ſituation; but recollecting her 
promiſe to Lord Lambert, ſhe con- 
ſidered it would be betraying the truſt - 
that had been repoſed in her, by the 
perſon on earth who. was moſt dear 
to her. She therefore endeavoured 


to reſume her natural chearfulneſs, 1 
and ſaid, What does my dear Mrs. [ 


Haines mean? does ſhe imagine I am 

regretting my refuſal of Sir Robert 

Reeves?” O no! returned Mrs. 
ol. I. = Haines 
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Haines rather piqued, I am not fo 
caſily deceived as chat; and muſt add, 
that a want of ſincerity from Miſs 
Neville was what I leaſt expeted.— 
That my obſervations are juſt, I am 
convinced; but as I am deemed un- 
worthy. of her confidence, I can ſay 
nothing more, than that this is the laſt 
time I ſhall ever aſk. it; —and was 
moving towards the door, when Geor- 
gina following with tears and a ſor- 
rowful look, ſaid, Permit me to apo- 
logiſe for an appearance of ſecrecy, 
which indeed is far from my natural 
diſpoſition; nor can I be the leaſt 
ſurpriſed at your being offended at 
my reluQtance in not immediately 
communicating to you the ſituation 
| of 


YE 
A qd 
#7 
5 
K's 
x2 
55 
$4: 
+8 
54 EF 
r 
LF, 
ge 
4 
Fg 
£ 
* 
2 
* 
Te 
Tg 
£ 
1 
1% 
4 
85 
my 
i 
* 
F 
3 
os 


[- 7 } 


of my heart: and, now that I have 
diſcovered ſo much, I cannot relin- 
quiſh my vow to him who is preferred 
by me to the whole world ; on which 
account, I flatter myſelf, that my dear 
Mrs. Haines will forgive this ſeeming 


want of confidence; and reſt aſſured, 


her Georgina will never loſe ſight of 


propriety, and that ber conduct will 


ever remain irreproachable.“ 


Mira, Haines had no doubt but the 


would continue what ſhe ever was 


both diſcreet and amiable, and that 
ſhe ſhould urge her no longer to a 
difcovery which apparently gave her 


ſo much pain; but hoped whatever 
choice ſhe made, would be adequate 
S 2 to 


Les +] 


. 
to her own merit; and then tak! ng 
her by the hand „ boped ſhe would 
forgive the agitation this had 'occa- 
ſioned her; begged ſhe would endea- 


vour to get ſome reſt, and then wiſh- 


ing her a good night, ſhe retired. 


Poor Georgina was much affected 
by Mrs. Haines' exceſſive kindneſs? 
and deeply regretted ſhe could not, 
conſiſtently with the promiſe given to 
Lord Lambert, reveal her real fitua- 
tion; but could not help being plea- 
fed with her own ſteady perſeverance; 
for ſhe looked upon herſelf as abſo- 
lutely bound not to divulge her ſitu- 
ation to any perſon whatever; ſhe 
alſo knew, that Lord Lambert would 
be 
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be highly diſpleaſed, had ſhe com- 
municated it upon any account, let 
her reaſons be what they would: ſhe 
therefore could not help congratula- 
ting herſelf for having been ſo pru-. 
dently filent, and virtuouſly reſerved. 


Cw 3 
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A e W M ifs Melcombe 
and Lady Femima It wine 


As ſoon as Miſs Melcombe arrived 
in town, ſhe determined to pay a viſit 
to Lady Jemima Irwin, to tell her all 
ſhe had ſeen at Lord Newberry's— 
She ſet out fully determined to leave 
nothing unſaid that ſhe knew or could 
ſurmiſe concerning Lord Lambert 
and poor Georgina. ; 


On her arrival at Lady Jemima's 
houſe ſhe heard her lady ſhip was at 
home, but that ſhe Was dreſſing; Miſs 


Mel- 
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L 
Melcombe ſaid, that did not ſignify, 
as ſhe had important buſineſs to com- 


municate to Lady Jemima, and muſt 
ſee her. Lady Jemima heard this 
meſſage,” but was not much pleaſed, 
as the did not like ſeeing any 
perſon till the important taſk of dreſ- 
ſing was quite finiſhed : but as Miſs 
Melcombe was ſo extremely urgent, 
ſhe thought ſhe muſt admit her; add- 
ed to which, ſhe could not imagine 
what ſhe had to communicate, and 
was rather curious to know; upon 
which, ſhe ſent down to tell her, ſhe 
would be glad'to ſee _ in the dreſ. 
fing-room. 2314 Y ) 975 464 
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Miſs Melcombe received the mſi 
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ſage with pleaſure, and flew imme. - 
diately up ſtairs to Lady Jemima, 
bawling out the moment ſhe entered 
the room, © O, how do you do, dear 
Lady Jemima ?.I am ſo glad to ſee 
you; I aſſure you, it is quite a mat- 
ter of friendſhip that brings me here 
to-day, I long much to tell you al] 
about what 1 know, as it ſbp nearly 
concerns you.“ Good God! re- 
turned Lady Jemima, what can you 
mean ? For Heaven's ſake out with 
it, child, and put me out: of pain.“ 
« Put you out of pain I am fearful 
what I have 40 ;communicate will 
have the contrary effect, turned 
Miſs Melcombe ; I cannot tell you 
„ che matter before 


WF an- 
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Fanchon.) % No! replied Lady 
Jemima, why you need pot be ſo 
ſcruputous, as ſhe knows: all my 
lecrets; and were you to tell it me 
in! the greateſt confidence; 1 aſſure 
you I ſhould: tell Fanchon: direUly, 
as ſhe is the moſt faithful creature in 
the world.“ O, if that is the caſei 
then, reſumed Miſs Melcombe, look- 
ing towards Fanchon, I ſhall begin.“ 
17 O, madam I. ſays Fanchon; half 
Affronted at her heſitating on ther 
account; you need hot fer to tel} 
ull vat you have got to ſay before 
me, for mi ladi do tell the all dat! fie 
know win de vurld; ſhe never keep 
noting from Fanchon about any ting 
or any "body; ſo: yow mcg not be 


W | fear,” 
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fear.” Miſs Melcombe chen began 
with, © Why, you know, 1. have 
been at t Lord Newberry's.“ „Well, 
my dear, and what of that?“ ſays La- 
dy Jemima, © What, child !—why, 
do not, interrupt me, and you ſhall 
hear, replied Miſs Melcombe: Vou 
know your intended was there alſo.” 


« Well, ſays Lady Jemima, be was; 


and what ſignifies that?“ „O well! 
returned .Miſs Melcambe,—-perhaps 
you do not wiſh-to bear ??? Nes, I 
do, ſays Lady Jemima; but you are 


patience.” Well then, ſays Miſe 


Melcombe, if. you muſt know all at 
once, hy it is, that Lord Lambert 


has alen vitenty vip. love with a 


F 


f long telling one, that I have not 


Miſs 
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Miſs; Neville that Lady Newberry | 
had-dowvn—a'demure, preciſe thing, 
with a fair face, and a fine pair of 
eyes.” © O Lord! ſays Lady Jemi- a 
ma, L ſaw her; and wanted vaſtly to 
know who ſhe was, ag, Lady New- 7 
berry's aſſembly ſome time ago: ſhe 
was in deep mourning, I muſt al. 
low I thought her very beautiful. 


„ Well, I confeſs you are vaſt 5 
good-humoured about your rival! 1 
am ſure I could not hear ſo patiently. | 
ſuch, an account.. O'y es; you! A 
vould Madam, returned Fanchon, if! | 
you as mi lady; cauſe mi lady have 
de lover for hold up de finger; ſo 
dat. is de ting.” Ol chat, indoed, 
me  -_ 
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L 
ſays Miſs Melcombe, is quite another 
affair: if ſhe can ſo eaſily give up the 
handſome Lord Lambert, I might 
have ſpared mylelf the trouble of 
communicating my knowledge,” © No 
no, ſays Lady Jemima, do not mind 
her; but pray tell me all you know 
of the matter; I am dying to hear.“ 
« Why, reſumed ' Miſs Melcombe, 
for my part I am but a bad hand at 
deſcribing theſe kind of dumb love 
ſcenes; but, to be ſure, the language 


of the eyes was inoſt charmingly diſ. 


played: between this pair,” * Lord! 
i3'that all yow have to tell me ? ſays 
Lady Jemima ; why, if that'isthe caſe 
I may fancy the whole town in love 
with one another.“ Welh I don't' 
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know what further proof you would 
have,“ replied Miſs Melcombe; hut, 


for my part I hate to tell you any 


thing, you ſeem ſo mighty careleſs 
about the matter; but I can aſſure 
you, that was not quite all, for I 
ſlaw them walking together, and 
know it was by appointment : I want- 
ed greatly to hear what they were 
ſaying to one another, but could not 
for the ſoul of me manage that, 
without riſquing a diſcovery, which 
would be death to one's pride ; but 


I got as near as I could, and plainly 


heard Lord Lambert call her“ dear 
Georgina.” Did you really? ſays 
Lady Jemima :”* „“ Yes, indeed, I 
did, returned Miſs Melcombe, to 
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my no ſmall amazement, as you may 
ſuppoſe; for I knew he was your 


intended theſe many years paſt. I 


therefore thought it was but the tri- 


bute of friendſhip to inform you of 
what I had mylelf ſeen.” 


« I am vaſtly obliged to you, re- 
turned Lady' Jemima ; but I don't 
mean to break my heart about it. 
—Lord! Fanchon, how frightful you 
dreſſed my hair! I don't look like 
the ſame creature I did yeſterday.” 
O dear mi ladi, indeed, I beg 
pardon for contradia, but indeed I 
never do your hair more elegant dan 
to day ; but ven de bad news come, 


vi den my ladi not like de hair, and 
FM 


1 


de pauvre Fanchon be blame for 


noting.“ 


« No, now Fanchon, that is not 
tair, replied Lady Jemima ; for you 
know, that of late I ſcarce ever men- 
tioned the name of Lord Lambert, 
as I thought him cool for ſome time 
paſt,” * True, mi ladi, and den you 
ave got de new lover, which is always 
more kind dan de old.” « Oh! 
well then, ſays Miſs Melcombe, I 


ſuppoſe my news is no news, as you 


gueſſed it all before ; but then muſt 
ſay, if in your ſituation, I ſhould be 
ready to murder Georgina.” © Well, 
but what would you have me do ? 

T 2 return- 
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returned Lady Jemima, you know I 
am not even acquainted with her, 
therefore it is quite out of my power 
to fruſtrate their love. Beſides, you 
know if Lord Lambert prefers her to 
me, how can I prevent it ? This is 
a ſubjett which my pride forbids me 
to ſpeak on before him, were I ever 
ſo mortified.” 


Lady Jemima had never heard who 
Georgina was. She now of courſe 
wiſhed to know, as to her It was now 
a matter of conſequence. She en- 
quired of Miſs Melcombe all the 
particulars concernieg her, who gave 
the hiſtory of Georgina in much the 


ſame way ſhe had done to Mr. 


James, 


1 
James, at Lord Newberry's. She 
concluded by ſaying, that Georgina 
is the moſt artful young gipley ever 
was in the world; for all the people 
that were there liked her; even my 
Sir Harry will not let me ſay a word 
againſt her ; he ſays, ſhe is a char- 
ming girl, but muſt own; I hate her 
moſt compleatly. I cannot but 
think that you and I might manage 
ſome way or other, to plague her.” 
« I ſhould like it of all things, re- 
plied Lady Jemima; but am by no 
means ready at contrivance, and ſhall 
leave It to Miſs Melbombe, who I 
know is remarkably clever at theſe 
kind of things.” “O, I don't know 
that, returned fhe, but I ſhall cer- 
Y tainly 
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tainly rummage the bottom of my 


invention about it. Now, a- propos, 
what do you mean to do this even- 
ing ?” „ Why, replied Lady Jemi- 
ma, I intend going to the Opera; 
will you be of my party?“ „* With all 
my heart, returned Miſs Melcombe ; 
we ſhall ſee Sir Harry there as uſual ; 
I do not know how he manages; but 
where-ever I am, he is ſure to be.— 
That 1s a thing of courſe before mar- 
riage, which very frequently ſubſides 
alter.” 


% True, ſays Lady Jemima, and 
the ſooner it ſubſides the better ; 
tor of all things in the'world, nothing 


is lo ſhocking, as that of a tireſome 
huſband 
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huſhand following after one every 
where.” „O dreadful! ſays Miſs 
Melcombe, I ſhould certainly go mad 
in ſuch a caſe; but cannot ſay there 
is any danger in this age of gaiety ; 
as the young men have ſenſe enough 
to enjoy their liberty as much as we 
can our's; but declare, I think that 
Lord Lambert would be a kind of 
ſober creature, which in the charac- 
ter of a huſband, is a qualification I 
ſhould diſlike much.“ * So think 
I, ſays Lady Jemima; he is very 
grave and demure for ſo young a 
man ; and do you know, he uſed 
frequently to find fault with my 
dreſs?” « O ſhocking ! before mar- 
riage ! returned Miſs Melcombe. 
What 
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What would he be after? Well, I 
muſt wiſh you a good morning: How 
time flips, when one is ſo well a— 
muſed! I mean to ſet my brain 
at work immediately, about theſe 
people.” 


CHAP, 


F. ans 3 
CHAS | xx. 


Georging is much mortified, but meets 
Lord Lambert. 


Tun day was now arrived that 
was fixed for Gcorgina to meet Lord 
Lambert. She was up and dreſſed 
unuſually early, which ſurprized Mrs, 


Haines ; but ſhe reſolved to obſerve 


without giving room for ſuſpicion ; 
as by ſo doing, ſhe ſhould be able 


to know her motive for having riſen 


ſo uncommonly early. She obſerved 
8 alſo, that during breakfaſt, Georgina 
JT fighed and appeared unſunally full 
of thought. The truth was, that 


Georgina was unaccuſtomed to any 
| thing 


31 1 


thing that had the leaſt tendency to 
impropriety; and now that ſhe had 
given her conſent to meet Lord 
Lambert at his bookſeller's, could 
not help feeling that ſhe was wrong 


in ſo doing. 


Theſe unpleaſant reflections it 
Was, that agitated her, and occaſioned 
Mrs. Haines to ſuſpect, that her 
young friend could not be loſt ſo in 
thought, without a ſufficient reaſon. 
Georgina had never conſidered that 
there would be a difficulty about her 
going, as Mrs. Haines never let her 
go out but when ſhe was with her, or 
a ſervant to attend her. This per- 
plexed her extremely : ſhe could not 

reſolve 
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reſolve in what manner to act; at 
length determined to ſay, that ſhe 
was going to ſome ſhops, and wanted 
to chuſe different articles which 
would unavoidably take ſome time; 
on which account, ſhe thought a hack- 
ney coach would be the moſt adviſa- 
ble method. Mrs. Haines then felt 
the juſtice of her ſuſpicion, and im- 
mediately anſwered, that ſhe ſhould 
be happy to accompany Georgina, as 
ſhe, by no means approved of her go- 
ing unattended in a hackney coach; 
for that during the time of her being 
under her protection, ſhe had never 
before made ſuch a propoſal; and 
concluded by ſaying, that ſhe could 


not help conſidering herſelf anſwera- 
ble 
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ble for her conduct, as long as ſhe 
did her the favour of ſtaying in the 


houſe. 


Poor Georgina was now at ſo great 

a loſs, what anſwer to make, that 
ſhe remained for ſome time entirely 
filent. At length, concluding at all 
events, that a reply was neceſſary, 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe was perfectly ſenſible of 
Mrs. Haines' unparalleled friendſhip 
and goodneſs to her, and flattered 
herſelf that ſince ſhe had been ho- 
noured by her protection, her conduct 
had been irreproachable ; and as that 
was the caſe, could not help being 
ſurpriſed, that Mrs. Haines, who 
knew her ſo well, ſhould entertain a 
moment's 


| 229 J 


moment's doubt, that whatever im- 
preſſion her wiſhing to go unattended, 
might have firſt made, ſhe was well 
aſſured upon reflettion, that Mrs. 
Haines would require no further ex- 
planation of the reaſon; that time 


would unravel the myſtery which ſhe 


at preſent was by no means at liberty 


to make known; as by ſo doing, ſhe 
mult forfeit her word. 


Mrs. Haines unknown to Geor- 
gina, had received a viſit from Miſs 
Melcombe, who had taken the utmoſt 
pains to prejudiſe her againſt Geor- 
gina, by telling her in the moſt mali- 
cious manner, every thing about 
Lord Lambert, with many additions; 


Vol. I. U ſuch 


290. 1 
ſuch as, that Georgina had rendered 
Lady Jemima Irwin the moſt unhap- 
py of women, as ſhe doated on Lord 
Lambert; that ſince his partiality 
to Georgina, he had ſcarce ever been 
near Lady Jemima; and that when 
he went, behaved in ſo cold and mor- 
tifying a manner, that quite diſtreſſed 
her; and, concluded by ſaying, that 
ſhe was kindly protecting one of the 
moſt artful young women in the 


Mrs. Haines then began to reflect, 
that Georgina muſt certainly be a 
very diſguiſed charaQter, from her 
great ſilence, after ſhe had taken fo 
much pains to know the cauſe of her 

extra- 


= 24 
extraordinary gravity. This unfor- 
tunate impreſſion, which had been ſo 
artfully inſtilled in Mrs. Haines by 
Miſs Melcombe, determined her no 
longer to give her protetlion to a 
perſon ſhe now coneeived ſo highly 
unworthy of it. She therefore con- 
ſidered this as the proper moment to 
inform her, that ſhe need not expect 
any further protection from her, as 
ſhe could not by any means harbour 
a young lady in her houſe who had 
been capable of ſuch extraordinary 
duplicity ; and that all further con- 
verſation could mean nothing, as ſhe 
had reſolved that Georgina muſt po- 
ſitively prepare to quit her for ever in 
a few days. 5 : 
2 . 
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"Georgina eaſily read in the coun- 
tenance of Mrs. Haines, that it would 
be impoſlible for her ever to erafe the 


unfavourable impreſſion which ſhe 
now ſo fully poſſeſſed; but from 


whence ſhe could not conceive. She 
concluded, that as ſhe had now en- 
tirely loſt the friendſhip of Mrs. 
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that he vas bound to protect her; 


but again ſhe conſidered, that not- 
withſtanding he was now the ſole 


cauſe of her being once more a deſti- 
tute orphan, yet he was the innocent 
cauſe ; for, continued ſhe, could he 


prevent his affeflion for me, any 


more than I can for him? And again, 


recovering a little from the great dif- 
he treſs 
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treſs of mind ſhe had been thrown 
into, and perfectly ſenſible of the 
rectitude of every part of her con- 
duct reſpecting Lord Lambert's ſitua- 
tion with Lady Jemima, ſhe endea- 
youred to rouze herſelf from her 
unhappy ſtate; being convinced, that 
the Providence which had, before ſo 
wonderfully extricated her from her 
difficulties, would not forſake her. 


Encouraged by this reflection, ſhe | 


became compoſed, and even in a de- 
5 gree chearful. She conſidered, that 
much * be done in a ſhort time, 


tn! 


n 
lay a moment lot ger © than the time 


mentioned by Mrs. Haines; and the 
3 hour 
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hour being now arrived, that ſhe was 
expected by her beloved Lord Lam- 
bert, ſhe, with the utmoſt compoſure; 
rung the bell, and ordered a hackney 
coach: The ſervant got up behind; 
which Georgina perceiving, pulled the 
ſtring, and deſired he would return 
home, as ſhe wiſhed to go quite unat- 
tended. He looked at her with ſur- 
_ but VOY” 1 fre 


; enge now ſummoned all her 
fortitude: to aſſiſt her in her preſent 
difficulties; the went to the appointed 
place, and found the impatient Lord 
Lambert, who declared he had been 
there a full hour. Georgina, who 
had been che whole morning fince her 


CO- 
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conference with Mrs. Haines endea- 

vouring to conquer her feelings, now 
found it was entirely impoſſible; ſhe 


therefore threw herfelf in a chair, and 


gave way to a violent flood of tears, 
which relieved her extremely. The 
all aſtoniſhed Lord Lambert looked 
with the utmoſt ſurpriſe, concluding 
himſelf to be the cauſe of this unhap- 
pineſs ; Georgina perceiving the ef- 
fect her tears had upon him, kindly 
| held out her hand, which he received 
with rapture, ſaying, What tan this 
mean? how can I- patiently behold 
my beloved Georgina diſtreſſed ? tell 
me, ſaid he, with vehemence, what 
has happened „that 1 may inſtantly 
render you that juftice your uncom- 

L077 | mon 
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mon merits: and excellence both de- 
ſerve and command.“ He was pro- 
ceeding, and Georgina perceived that 
paſſion, began to take poſſeſſion of 
him, ſhe then ſaw the nęceſſity of an 
explanation. Stop, my lord, ſaid 
ſhe, it is out of your power to reſent 
what has happened, as the perſon to 
whom I owe my preſent; uneaſineſs 
is a lady; therefore all violence is 
out of the queſtion; nor do I wiſh 
even to reſent her preſent behaviour, 
as. I am convinced it is through ſome 
unknown, . 1 owe my being un- 
| nn, F f 
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She then. 1 to. 1 all that 


paſſed betyeen Mrs, Haines and ber- 
ſelf; 
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ſelf; concluding with obſerving; that 
Mrs, Haines, though © 'very good 
woman, was rather eredulous; added 
to which, the great marks of friend- 
ſhip ſhe had received from her, when 
ſhe ſo much wanted them, could ne- 
ver be forgotten, or even rendered 
leſs in her eſtimation by this late un- 
kindneſs, which ſhe was convinced 
muſt have been occaſioned on 2 
ſecret nn Round vg 


Lord Lambert immediately puffed 
Miſs Melcombe was the perſon, as, 
ſaid he, I know her to be the moſt 
miſchievous of women. She is capa- 
ble of every thing that is baſe, and 
evidently hated you, for your ſupe- 
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rior beauty and merit ; but, continued 


he, there is no time to loſe; for I am 
determined you ſhall make your ap- 


pearance to-morrow night at the Ope- 
ra; nor ſhall you again enter the 
houſe of Mrs. Haines, as I cannot ex- 
cuſe her behaviour, or conſider it in 
any other light than the moſt unheard 
of rudeneſs; and as three | weeks 
more, with my Georgina's I | 


will render me the happieſt of men, I 


hope ſhe will now make no objection 


to my having the entire management 


of her conduct for that ſhort time. I 
will take care to get her a protettreſs 


of higher conſequence than Mrs. 
Haines, and one that is too liberal to 
be the dupe of art. 


'® 


Geor. 


L 239 ] 

Georgina liſtened to him vith ſur- 
priſe, and heſitating, anſwered, What 
can you mean, my lord, by three 
weeks? I have certainly promiſed 
you my hand, but at the ſame time 
muſt declare, I can never keep that 
promiſe, till convinced, Lady Jemima 
has given up her-claim, and that I am 
not conſidered as the cauſe of unhap- 
pineſs to her.” © Stop, my Georgi- 
na, will you be convinted that your 
Lambert knows Lady Jemima to be 
totally void of all feeling, that ſhe 
even wants common ſenſe? added to 
which, I have the happineſs to know, 
ſhe has another lover that ſhe infi- 
nitely prefers to me, as he has taken 
the utmoſt pains by the exceſſive flats 


tery 
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tery he makes uſe of to her, to render 
himſelf amiable in her eyes. This 
1 heard quite unſought for; I am not 
acquainted with the young man, but 
only know him by ſight ; he is rather 
a handſome young fellow, and I bave 
no doubt will prevail ; he is the ſon of 
one of her guardians, I have nothing 
to do but behave rather with a ſlight- 
ing negleQ, as I ſee how the caſe is. 
It will prevent me the diſagreeable 
neceſſity I ſhould be otherwiſe under, 
of letting Lady Jemima know I wiſh 
to reſign any claim I might have up- 
on her affections; as I could not poſ- 
ſibly make her.an equal return, But 
how much better it is that ſhe means 
to ſave me the trouble, as I am told 
ſhe 
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the intends to marry this young 
. l 

« Well then, reſumed Georgina, 
we will wait for Lady Jemima's mar- 
riage, and then the world can have 
nothing to blame either of us for.“ 
« Good God! returned Lord Lambert, 
with ſome warmth, and do you ſuppoſe 
I will wait her time ? no! reſumed he, 
foftening, I only wait the time of my 
beloved Georgina: ſhe alone can 
command me ; but why ſhould we 
defer that happineſs that is now ſo 
entirely in our power, to any future 
opportunity ? why does my adored 
Georgina heſitate ? but perhaps the 
violence of temper I have un guarded- 
ly diſcovered has alarmed her, and 
ſhe is fearful of truſting herſelf with 

Vo. I. > ſo 
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ſo raſh a charadter?“ «O! no, ſays 
Georgina ſmiling; how can I be fo 
unjuſt to be offended at a warmth 
that was raiſed upon my account ?” 
ſhe then reminded him that it was four 
o'clock, and that five was Mrs. Haines“ 
hour of dining. You ſhall not dine 
there, or enter her door again, with 
my conſent. You fee, continued he, 
ſmiling, I am taking already upon me 
the authority which three weeks more 
will give me a right to: will it not? 
confeſs, my Georgina, How can you 
poſſibly. make any further. excuſes? 
are not three weeks a long time for 
: fuch an impetuous creature as. your 
Lambert to wait?!“ 

„Well, replied Georgina, all chis 
muſt be ſettled at a future opportuni- 
ty, 


E J 


ty, as I am ſure it is time, if you wiſh 


me not to return to Mrs. Haines, for 
me to have ſome friend in her place. 
Lord Lambert then rung a bell, and 
defired they would order a dinner 
from the tavern to be ready at half 
paſt five, as he was obliged to go out 
till about that time. He then took 
leave of Georgina, and ſaid he was 
going to prepare her new home for 
her, adding, he ſhould be ready to at- 
tend her at dinner. He immediately 
went to Lady. Newberry's, and found 
her at home; he accordingly propo- 
ſed to her Georgina's becoming her 
viſitor for a few weeks, and alſo told 
her exaQly what had paſſed between 
Georgina and Mrs. Haines. Lady 
Newberry anſwered Lord Lambert 
X 2 | by 
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by ſaying; that ſhe had the greatefi. 
regard in the world for Miſs Neville; 
but that on this occaſion to take her 
home, would be an abfolute affront to 
her old friend Mrs. Haines; on which 
account ſhe could by no means think 
of complying with his requeſt: 1 
love her extremely, continued Lady 
Newberry, and intended aſking her 
to ſpend a month with me by way of 
a little change ; but, indeed, my dear 
Lord Lambert, you muſt now excuſe 
me. Had ſhe been upon good terms 
with Mrs. Haines, the caſe would 
bave been quite different; and 1 
ſhould have been very happy in the 
| pleaſure of her company, for ſhe is 
certainly a ſweet girl, only ſhe is fo 
ſond of her own way; and is impati- 
ent of the leaſt controul,” 
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While Lady Newberry was ſo re- 
ſolutely refuſing to take Georgina, 
Lord Lambert was walking up and | 
don the room, biting his lips with 
paſſion : at length, approaching her, 
be ſaid, © Well}, Lady Newberry, re- 
member we part for ever; you have 
refuſed your friendſhip to my adored 
Georgina, ſweet amiable creature 
No! continued he, ſhe ſhall not want 
a home: her Lambert will get her 
one.—Good God! continued he, is 
this friendſhip ? and that at the very 
moment it is moſt wanted ?--Excuſe 
me, Lady Newberry ; I may perhaps 
exceed the bounds of politeneſs, but 
I am hurt, I am diſappointed, where 
I flattered myſelf I was moſt ſeture, 
I ibis is the world, continued the 
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provoked Lord Lambert, my Geor- 
gina and J are unfit to mix with ſuch 
as are only kind where it is not re- 
quired, and turn their backs in the 
moment of neceſſity.” | 
Lady Newberry obferving Lord 
Lambert ſo extremely agitated, would 
very willingly bave retrafted, and re- 
ceived Georgina; but could not ven- 
ture to propoſe any thing to him, 
while in ſuch a ſtate of mind. She 
at laſt endeavoured to appeaſe him, 
by ſay ing, Come, my lord, give 
_ yourſelf leave to conſider a moment; 
you really judge too raſhly of my 
friendſhip for Miſs Neville, as I va- 
lue. her extremely ; but I muſt own, 
I think neither ſhe nor you are by 
any means adapted to be happy; your 
| | feel. 
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feelings being too delicate and nice 
for the world in general.“ “ You 
amaze me, replied Lord Lambert, by 
that obſervation. Do you mean, that 
the world in general never confer 
favours where they are ſolicited, but 
heap them unneceſſarily where they 
cannot poſſibly be of the ſmalleſt ſer- 
vice?” * Exattly ſo, my lord, re- 
plied Lady'N ewberry; I am ſorry to 


ſay that is too much the caſe.” * And: 


are you vain of allowing yourſelf to 


belong to ſo deſpicable a ſociety?“ 
replied Lord Lambert, with ſome 
contempt. O, by no means, con- 


tinued Lady Newberry ; J have ever 
kept clear of any thing the leaſt ten- 


ding”— She was proceeding, when 
they were interrupted by the entrance 
ak of 
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of Lord Newberry ; ; bs; came up 
with his ' uſual good-humour, and 
ſhook hands with Lord Lambert, 
who had been ſo extremely agitated 
by the converſation that had paſſed 
between Lady Newberry and him- 
ſelf, that his countenance had by no 
means recovered its uſual ſerenity 
from the diſtortions of paſſion : Lord 
Newberry perceived this, and kindly 
enquired the cauſe. Lady Newberry | 
then told him before Lord Lambert, 
the whole that had paſſed, in as con- 
ciſe a manner as fhe could, and then 


begged he would determine whether 
ſhe bad judged properly. © By no 
means, ſays he ; for God's ſake, what 
could poſſeſs you to deny your friend- 
(hip to a ſweet amiable young lady, 

when 
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when ſhe in fact ſtands in need of it ? 
and a month hence perhaps ſhe would 
not thank you for it.” „ It will 
then, replied Lord Lambert, be no 
longer neceſſary to her, I may ven- 


ture to affirm.“ | 
Lady Newberry was vexed ; and 
going up to Lord Lambert, ſhe ſaid, 
% Can Lord Lambert forgive what 
has happened, and let me now re- 
queſt the favour of Miſs Neville's 
company.“ She ſaid this with ſuch 
real good humour, joined to the moſt 
faſcinating manner, that almoſt made 
Lord Lambert forget what had paſſed; 
but recolleCting, his pride intervened, 
and he ſaid, No, Lady Newberry, 
Miſs Neville ſhall not be forced upon 
vou, critical as her fituation is.”— 
« Shaw! 


T we 

« Shaw! nonſenſe! returned Lord 
Newberry ; I will go and fetch her 
inſtantly myſelf; you are ſo confound- 
edly refined, Lambert, begging your 
pardon, one never knows when he is 

right,” EE 
Lord Lambert could not refrain 
laughing at the obſervation. Lord 
Newberry then ſaid, Come, do not 
let us loſe any more time; 111 go 
and bring her directly.“ © That can- 
not be, returned Lord Lambert; no- 
body can fetch her but myſelf 3 but 
If you really wiſh it, I will bring her 
here in two hours time,” * See now, 
ſays Lord Newberry, he is going to 
his refinements again: There is no 
ſuch thing as curing him.“ 
Lord Lambert then looked at his 
watch, 
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watch, and found it was fix o'clock, 
and ſaid, © I muſt be gone; I have 
exceeded my time.” Lady Newberry 
then ſhaking hands with him, ſaid, 
ſhe hoped he would cautiouſly avoid 
letting Georgina know any thing that 
had paſſed, as otherwiſe ſhe ſhouid 
feel aſhamed at ſeeing her. He gave 
his word that what had happened 
ſhould never tranſpire, or even be 
thought of further; then left them 
and went to Georgina, who he knew 
muſt be anxious for his return. He 
found her as was expected, alarmed 
at the time he ſtaid; told her, he 
was obliged to wait for Lady New- 
berry, and then acquainted her, that 
ſhe was expected; therefore ſhould 
take her there the moment they had 
m—_—_— | 
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Georgina was delighted at the 12 


telligence, but ſaid, © Do not you 


think, it would be proper for me to 
write to Nirs, Haines, to inform her 
I ſnall not fleop there, as otherwiſe J 
certainly ſhall be expected?“ He 
agreed with her, and a note was im- 
mediately fent to Mrs. Iaincs letting 
ber know, and alſo to lay, that XIifs 
Neville's cloaths would be fent for 
the next day. 

This being ſo well arranged, they 
ſent for a coach and went together 
o Lord Newberry's, where Georgina 
was received with the utmoſt kind- 


neſs. Lord Lambert took his leave, 


and Georgina felt more at caſe than 


ſhe had done for ſome time paſt, 
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